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A  FEW  WORDS  TO  THE  PATRONS  OF  THE 

Examiner. 

M  I 

It  would  have  afforded  me  great  plea¬ 
sure,  if  the  limits  qf  the  Examiner  had 
eiialiled  me  to  give,  in  addition  to  edito¬ 
rial  articles,  and  public  documents,  the 
able  and  excellent  speeches  which  have, 
during  the  present  session  of  congress, 
been  elicited  from  the  federal  members. 
But  even  with  the  aid  of  extra  numbers  it 
is  impossible  for  me,  to  keep  pace  with 
the  documentary  matter,  which  the  times 
throw  upon  my  hands.  My  limits  are 
too  scanty :  The  Examiner  is  not  what  it 
should  be,  to  those  who  mean  to  keep  it ; 
to  those  who  look  beyond  the  mere  enter¬ 
tainment  of  the  moment.  At  the  outset, 
I  thought  1  had  room  enough,  in  my  six- 
teen  pages;  but  I  now  find,  that  I  was 
sadly  mistaken.  1  cannot  make  the  pa¬ 
per,  what  1  want  to  make  it,  what  origi¬ 
nally  I  intended  to  make  it,  and  what  in 
feet,  a  work  worthy  of  tlie  federal  party 
ought  to  be.  I  have  not  room  enough, 
1  am  cramjied.  Here,  for  instance,  I 
have  got  upon  these  documents  of  Gene¬ 
ral  Armstrong.  They  ought  to  be  put 
upon  record,  for  tnany  reasons.  With  me, 
one  only  is  sufficient,  and  that  is,  that 
hereafter  I  shall  probably  have  a  great 
deal  to  say  about  them.  But  they  con- 
feiii  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  pages, 
as  they  Were  printed  by  order  of  congress. 
To  be  sure,  printing  economically,  as  I 
do,  1  am*  able  to  squeeze  them  into  about 
seventy  pages  of  the  Examiner.  Still, 


however,  I  should  have  for  six  or  seven 
w’^eeks  nothing  but  these  disgusting,  vul¬ 
gar  documents,  unless  I  had  recourse  to 
now  and  then  an  extra.  Some  of  my  rea^ 
ders  to  be  sure  will  say,  we  want  the 
whole  of  these  documents  together.  The 
more  serious,  considerate,  reflecting,  wor¬ 
thy  sort,  would  say  that.  But  others, 
again,  if  I  went  on  giving  just  a  measured 
quantity  of  these  documents  every  week, 
would,  as  soon  as  they  came  to  them,  be¬ 
gin  to  gape  and  yawn,  and  sigh  out, 
“  what,  more  documents — documents — I 
wish  Gardenier  was  done  with  these  ever! 
lasting  documents.”  Gentle  reader,  I 
wish  to  tell  you,  for  your  comfort,  I  am 
but  liitle  more  than  half  through  with 
them,  and  I  can  even  now  hardly  walk  in 
peace  up  and  down  Broadway  without 
being  asked,  “  w  hen  will  you  get  through 
with  those  documents?  Do  finirfi  ’em;, 
we  are  all  tired  of  ’em.”  The  truth  is,  if 
they  did  not  get  them,  they  would  not  like 
it,  and  when  they  do  get  them,  they  be¬ 
come  tired  of  them.  I  do  not  blame, 
them ;  it  is  all  very  natural.  But  then, 
although  they  are  right,  I  am  not  wrongs 
If  the  documents  are  long,  tedious  and  <&- 
gusting,  that  is  not  my  fault ;  1  did  not 
make  them:  1  am  no  general.  I  did  not 
communicate  them  to  congress :  1  am  not 
secretary  at  war.  If  1  am  to  blame,  if  I 
disgust  you,  by  printing  what  the  admiubK 
tration  thouglit  it  wise, -and  discreet  to* 
send  with  a  great  deal  of  gravity  and  so¬ 
lemnity  for  the  awful  consideration  of 
congress,  how  much  more  are  they  t6 
blame!  My  business  is  to  tell  you,  what 
they  are  doing ;  and  you  blame  me  for 
telling  you,  because  ihsir  account  of  what 
they  have  been  doing  is  so  dry,  so  tire¬ 
some,  so  disgusting,  that  an  editor  must 
be  a  stupid  blockhead,  who  endeavours  to 
amuse  his  readers  with  it.  Gentlemen.! 
Readm!  I  cannot  help  h;  I  teO^yOn 


« 
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again.  But  if  I  am  a  miserable,  poor  dri-  me,  in  their  owu  words  displeases  you  f  If 
veiling  editor  for  giving  you  such  stuff  as  it  be  reprehensible  in  me  to  publish  wfi^ 
this ;  why,  I  raaj^  be  permitted  to  say,  that  they  have  done ;  what  must  it  be  in 
you  do  not  expect  any  thing  very  great  to  furnish  me  with  the  matter?  I  do  but 
from*  such  liumble  drudges  as  we  are ;  and  say  what  they  have  said ;  and  you  think/ 
therefore,  afthough  you  are  vexed,  you  the  paper  heavy.  Now  what  ought  you 
ought  to  forgive  us.  But  then  if  you  are  to  think  of  them  as  a  government, .  by  the 
veied  with  us  editors,  what  must  your  same  rule  ?  The  fact  is,  I  could  not  con- 
feelings  be  towards  the  great  men  at  vincei/w/,  how  heavy,  how  dull,  how  stu- 
Washiftgton  who  give  us,  nothing  but  this  pid  //ic^are,  without  subjecting  myself  in 
execrable  stutf  to  ^iveyou?  If  the  millers  the  first  instance  to  your  disgust, 
send  bad  flour,  you  cannot  expect  that  Nevertheless  when  I  have  once  got 
the  bakers  should  make  good  bread  from  it.  fairly  through  w  ith  these  letters,  disgust- 
If  after  a  iliost  execrable  management  of  ing  as  they  are,  T  promise  you,  we  shall  have 
the  war>  the  public  are  driven  to  the  ne-  a  merry  time  afterwards, 
cessify  of  receiving  an*  account  still  more  There  is  another  unlucky  circumstance, 
execrable  of  it,  that  is  the  peculiar  fiiult  not  for  me,  hut  my  read  rs.  1  am  district 
of  the  administration^.  What  must  that!  attorney,  here  in  New-York;  and  have  to 
administration  be,  how  feeble,  how  des-  take  charge  of  the  criminal  business  not 
picable,  how  detestable,  which  places  only  in  this  city,  hut  in  four  country  coun- 
a  poor  editor  in  a  condition  to  be  ac-  ties  besides.  In  New-York  alone,  the 
cused,  abused,  and  cursed,  for  telling  criminal  court  sits  thirteen  days  every 
what  they  have  been  about,  in  the  very  nionfh.^  During  two  of  the  weeks  in  the 
words,  in  Avhich  they  tliemselves  give  month,  therefore,  in  which  the  Examiner 
ftr  “  Why  docs  the  Examiner  give  us  this  is  to  be  issued,  i  have  to  come  out  of 
trash?  what  a  poor  editor  Mr.  Gardeiiier  court,  with  the  current  of  my  ideas  and 
must  be,  to  think  that  he  can  pass  off  this  feelings  in  a  direction  w  holly  di  verted 
everlasting  stuf)id  correspondence  upon  us.  from  the  topics  to  he  treated  of,  in  the  Ex- 
If  he  goes  on  at  this  rate,  he  will  earn  his  aminer,  saving  this  single  similarity:  that 
•five  dollars  a  year  very  easy.  This  is  a  in  court,  I  am  abliged  to  screw  up  the  lit- 
trick  of  his,  to  make  us  pay  for  his  Exami-  lie  rogues,  and’ in*  the  Examiner,  the  great 
ner,  from  w  hich  we  expected  some  real  roscucs, 

good  things;  and  he,  instead  of  doing  that  Anaefiarsis  of  Scythia  was  more  than 
Tubs  us  off  with  the  doings  of  govenunent.  half  right,  wdien  he  said,  “  laws  are  like 
Why  don’t  he  give  us  something  better  ?  spider’s  webs,  they  catch  the  small jUcs,  biit 
Why  don’t  he  give  us  something  of  his  the  great  hornets,  break  through  them.”  I 
arm?  Now,  alljlhis  may  appear  very  vain  can  convict  the  disturbers  of  the  public 
in  me;  and  would  be  so,  if  it  was  not  ex-  peace,  at  the  sessions;  but  the  disturbers 
actly  true.  Readers  of  the  Examiner  have  of  the  peace  of  the  United  States,  I  soine- 
you  not  said  so— -many  of  you — have  you  times  almost  despair  of  bringing  them  to 
not  said  so  ?  and  yet,  what  is  my  offence  ?  justice.  How  ever,  w  hether  in  an  official, 
simply  passing  U|>onyoM,  the  bad  bills  gov-  or  editorial  capacity,  I  shall  never,  I  trust, 
emment  have  given  me  !  If  you  think  be  wanting  in  aeal,  as  public  prosecutor. 
this  an  offence  in  me  as  an  editor,  how  do  I  have  been  the  whole  of  this  week 
they  stand,  as  a  government  ?  Does  my  employed  to  such  a  degree,  that  I  have 
paper  become  heavy,  dull,  tedious,  tire-  been  unable  to  make  up  the  Examiner  as 
some,  because  I  publish  what  they  do  ?  I  could  wish  it  to  be.  But  what  may  be 
Then  what  must  their  conduct  be,  thede-  lacking  in  one  week,  shall  be  made  up  in 
tail,  the  mere  history  of  which  given  by  another. 
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til  the  Bieau  time,  I  wfeh  to  apprise  the 
‘subscribers  to  this  work,  that  I  shall  be 
obliged  either  to  suffer  it  to  i>e  imperfect, 
or  to  print  extra  numbers,  say  to  the 
amount  of  oiie  hundred  pages,  A  year. 
These  will  be  changed  to  those  hrho 
choose  to  pay  for  them,  and  given  in  to 
those  who  think  the  extra  expense  ought 
to  rest  upon  met  Four  hundreil  and  six¬ 
teen  pages  will  constitute  a  volume  ;  and 
two  volumes,  or  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  pages,  will  make  up  the  yeart 

The  subscription  for  the  first  year  falls 
due  April  25th.  After  which,  subscrip¬ 
tions  will  be  collected  semi-annually  in 
advance. 

The  Examiner  has  been  sent  to  several 
gentlemen  in  the  country,  who  wrote  for 
the  paper  unacquainted  with  the  terms, 
but  promising  conformity  to  them ;  many 
have  forgotten  what  they  promised.  1 
1  wish  those  to  understand,  that  after  the 
end  of  this  month,  <he  papers  will  be  dis¬ 
continued  unless  the  terms  are  complied 
with.  I  cannot  keep  little  five  dollar 
accounts  all  over  the  count ry» 

^  I 

Gideon  Granger,  and  the  collector 
OF  New-York. — If  we  can  believe  the 
late  postmaster  general,  he  was  removed 
from  office,  because  he  preferred  for  post¬ 
master  at  Philadelphia,  General  Ijcih  to 
Mr.  Bache.  He  inquired  of  Mr.  IMadison, 
whom  of  these  he,  Mr.  Madison,  preferred  ? 
Mr.  Madison  was  unwilling  to  express  a 
preference;  left  Mr.  Granger  to  his  own 
pleasure;  and  for  exercising  it, muaiTcf  him 
from  office.  Gen.  Leib,  though  a  demo¬ 
crat,  had,  some  how  or  other,  imbibed  a 
notion,  that  republican  principles  w  arrant- 
ed  him,  in  differing  from  the  four  years 
king,  when  he  thought  him  wrong;  and  he 
has  been  two  or  three  times  known  to 
vote  according  to  his  own  o|)inions,  and 
contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  little  king. 
This  was  too  great  a  transgression  for  the 
“  republican  party”  to  overlook.  What, 
exclaimed  they,  shall  it  be  endured,  that 
in  a  free  cmititry^  a  man  should  have  a 


right  to  tliink  and  act  for  him^lf !  shall  it 
be  permitted  a  member  of  the  legislature, 
a  representative  of  the  people,  to  differ 
from  the  executive  !  The  liberties  of  the 
country  would  soon  be  destroyed,  if  the 
president  was  not  permitted  to  have  his 
own  way,  in  every  thing.  It  is  very  clear, 
that  Gen.  Leib  could  not  be  a  republican, 
in  the  democratic  sense  of  the  word.  In 
fact  his  tori/ism  consisting  in  daring  to  ac^ 
according  to  his  ow  n  opinions,  excited 
such  resentment  among  the  members  in 
congress  from  Pennsylvania,  and  in  the  le^ 
gislature  of  Pennsylvania,  that  when  be 
w^as  appointed  postmaster  at  Philadelphia, 
they  remonstrated  with  the  president,  and 
the  mild  and  amiable  Madison  removed 
Mr.  Granger,  for  appointing  Mr.  Leib, 
although  Mr.  Granger  was  originally  wil¬ 
ling  to  appoint  any  body  Mr.  Madisem 
might  have  preferred.  Here  is  truly  a  fine 
sample  of  democratic  liberty,  and  gene^ 
rosity^  One  of  the  heads  of  department, 
to  whom  advice  was  refused,  though  he 
sought  it,  is  removed  from  office  because 
he  selected  for  one  of  his  deputies,  a  man, 
whose  great  crime  consisted,  in  daring  to  act 
according  to  his  own  opinions !  This  is  li¬ 
berty  and  republicanism  with  a  vengeance  I 

Let  us  now  look  at  another  case.  Mr. 
Madison’s  collector  in  New-York,  stopped 
from  going  to  Boston  and  forcibly  seized  a 
large  quantity  of  specie  belonging  to  one 
of  the  banks  there;  and  has  kept  the  money 
locked  up  ever  since.  The  legislature  of 
Massachusetts  request  a  restoration  of  the 
money,  a-'d  it  is  restored.  They  request 
the  removal  of  the  collector,  but  that  caja^ 
not  be  obtained. 

Mr.  Granger  is  removed  because  he  ap¬ 
pointed  a  democratic  senator  to  office,  and 
because  the  members  of  the  Pennsylvania 
legislature  requested  such  removal. 

Mr.  Gelston  is  continued,  although  he 
stopped  money  on  the  public  highway, 
and  although  the  legislature  of  Massachu¬ 
setts  unanimously  reqmred  his  removal. 

What  then  is  the  tenure  of  Qffice  among 
the  democrats  ?  This :  sul^servience  to  dw 
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president’s  wifi.  Vote  as  he  ortlers,  or  you 
ean  expect  nothing.  The  forcible  and 
violent'  taking  of  public  property  on  the 
highway,  although  it  excites  the  undivided 
indignation  of  a  whole  state,  shall  not  en¬ 
danger  you,  only  do  what  we  bid  you,  and 
.you  may  do  every  tiling  else  you  please ;  * 
it  shall  not  harm  you.. 


Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  transmitting  a  letter  from  the  Secre^ 
tary  of  War,  accompanied  with  sundry  docu^ 
ments  ;  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
31st  of  December  last,  requesting  sueh  ir^br~ 
wot  ion  as  may  tend  to  explain  the  causes  of 
the  failure  of  the  arms  of  the  United  States 
on  the  northern  frontier. 

[Continued  from  page  256.] 

SackeVs  Harbour,  August  26, 1813. 
Sir — Chaunccy  will  go  out,  lie  says,  to-mor- 
»ow  or  next  day,  to  sock  Sir  James.  I  see  the 
necessity  of  settling  the  point  of  naval  supe¬ 
riority  before  we  commit  ourselves,  and 
therefore  the  decision  cannot  be  had  too 
soon.  In  the  mean  time,  the  essential  arrange¬ 
ments  progress,  and  if  the  means  ean  be  mas¬ 
tered,  they  will  insure  the  end. 

1  fear  Yeo  will  avoid  a  contest  to  spin  out 
the  campaign,  and  gain  time  for  reinforce¬ 
ments  and  the  organization  of  militia;  but  if 
be  will  not  come  out,  we  must  blockade  him. 

I  go  for  Niagara  the  moment  eur  arrangements 
are  matured  here.  Sir  George  has  actually 
gone  for  the  head  of  the  lake  with  a  reinforce¬ 
ment.  To  prevent  his  playing  tricks  with 
Boyd,  I  have  sent  him  (Boyd)  the  note  of 
which  you  have  a  copy. 

On  Saturday  21st,  one  hundred  and  sixty  re¬ 
gular  troops  ascended  by  Ogdensbiirgh  to  King¬ 
ston,  and  on  the  23d  and  24th,  they  w’cre  follow¬ 
ed  by  five  hundred  htgUlanders  in  their  kelts, 
who  conducted  up  one  hundred  boats  ;  thus 
we  sec  that  this  quarter  attracts  chief  atten¬ 
tion.  All  my  efforts  will  be  made  to  induce 
Sir  George  to  draw  after  him  a  chief  part  of 
the  garrison  of  Kingston,  which  must  now  be  j 
near  6,000  strong.  The  situation  of  Proctor  ! 
and  the  irruption  of  our  Indians,  have  gone  far  | 
to  excite  these  dispositions.  Meet  me  at  Nia¬ 
gara.  if  possible,  and  for  God’s  sake,  press  on 
the  reeruits  from  Albany  and  tiie  suuthwai*d, 
and  send  me  Wadsworth,  Swift,  Fenwick  and 
Izard.  All  things  go  well  iR^re,  and  thank  God, 
the  men  are  recovering  rapidly.*  1  hear  not  a 
word  from  Hampton.  I  Jiope  he  does  not 
mean  to  take  the  stud ;  but  if  so,  we  can  do 
without  him,  and  be  should  be  sent  home. 

Truly  yours, 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 
GenerMArmstrong,  secretary  of  n«r. 


Exircui  of  d  letter  from  Mu^or  OetUral 

kinson  to  the  secretary  qf  war^  dated  SackeVs 

Harbour,  August  30,  1813. 

Sir — ^With  every  exertion  he  could  make, 
it  was  not  until  the  last  evening  Chauncey 
got  under  way,  and  the  weather  being  calm, 
he  must  be  now  off  this  harbour. 

Agreeably  to  my  information.  Sir  Jamea 
;  Teo,  sailed  for  the  head  of  the  lake  the  22d 
inst.  with  the  two  captured  schooners  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  his  squadron,  no  doubt  to  co-operate 
with  Sir  George  but  did  not  get  clear  of  the 
Ducks  before  the  26th. 

Brigadier  General  Boyd  is  warned  of  this 
movement :  and  being  placed  on  his  guard,  he 
ought  to  baffle  every  enterprise  of  the  enemy. 
What  an  awful  crisis  have  I  reached :  if  Sir 
George  beats  Boyd,  and  Sir  James  Chauncey, 
my  prospects  are  blasted,  and  the  campaign; 
will  I  fear,  be  lost.  If  Sir  George  beats  ^yd, 
and  Chauncey  beats  Sir  James,  Kingston  yet 
may'  be  ours ;  but  should  both  the  knighta 
be  beaten,  and  our  quartermaster  can  find 
transport  in  season,  (of  which  I  have  fears,  as 
I  found  next  to  none  here,)  then  we  shafi  cer¬ 
tainly  winter  in  Montreal,  if  not  discoinfitted 
by  some  act  of  God.  If  I  could  have  muster¬ 
ed  3,000  combatants  on  this  ground,  with  trans¬ 
port  to  bear  them,  I  would  now  have  been  be¬ 
fore  Kingston,  where  Sir  George  has  left  only 
1,600  regular  troops,  and  about  600  militia ; 
but  our  utmost  force  is  short  of  2,600,  as  you 
will  perceive  from  the  enclosed  return,  and 
we  could  not  have  found  boats  to  transport 
one  thousand. 

The  enemy  having  determined  to  change- 
his  system  of  operations  from  defence  to  of¬ 
fence,  is  assembling  his  whole  disposable  force 
at  the  head  of  tiie  lake  to  attack  Fort  George  r 
thus  placing  himself  at  too  great  a  distance 
from  Montreal  to  give  seasonable  succour  Ur 
that  city,  he  certainly  prcvsumes  on  our  im¬ 
becility,  and  we  as  certainly  should  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  his  presumption. 

The  militia  called  for  should  therefore  be 
immediately  arrayed  and  marched  to  this 
frontier,  anil  Major  General  Hampton  should, 
without  delay,  cross  the  Champlain,  and  com¬ 
mence  his.  movement  towards  St.  Johns,  ta¬ 
king  the  Isle  au  Noix  in  his  route  or  not,  as 
circumstances  may  justify. 

Four  thousand  of  the  best  appointed  yeo¬ 
manry  should  be  ordered  to  rendezvous  at 
Hamilton,  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  for  eventual 
operations  with  this  division  ;  and  the  residue 
may  accompany  or  follow  Hampton,  to  draw 
the  militia  of  Montreal  and  the  disposable 
force  of  the  lower  countir  to  the  east  of  the 
St.  Laivrence,  and  thereby  make  the  island 
an  easy  conquest  from  this  quarter. 

Sir  George  Prevost,  it  would  seem,  has  taken 
his  part,  and  deluded  by  the  hope  of  re-con¬ 
quest,  has  abandoned  his  rear  to  our  enters 
prise,  and  we  might  now,  without  the  co-ope¬ 
ration  of  our  squadron,  safely  occupy  MadHd; 
and  cut  the  commuoicatioa^  of  the  two 
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Tifteeii  with  this  division  only,  if  we  bad  traos-  The  battle  cm  the  laho'i  Shall  weliave  one  ? 

ports ;  but  of  this  we  are  totally  destitute,  If  Yeo  fights  and  is  beaten,  all  will  be  well. 

every  boat  we  command  here  being  at  this  If  he  docs  not  fight,,  the  result  may  also  berv 

^ime  absent  with  a  detachment  of  800  men,  iavourable. 

ordered  to  make  a  feint  to  the  westward  no-  Yours  cordially, 

der  pretence  of  reinforcing  Niagara  beiere  1  JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

was  apprized  of  Sir  George's  movemeiits.  General  Wilkineon. 

SackeVs  Harbour^  jiugust  30, 1813,  Extract  of  a  letter  from,  Mc^or  General  WiJr- 
5  €l*clock^  P,  M,  kinson^  to  Ike  secretary  of  war,  dated  Fort 

Sir — have  commenced,  barely,  the  ar-  George,  \Mh  September,  1813. 

rangement  of  the  department  of  intelligeoce ;  I  have  indulged  the  hope,  for  several  days 
mn  intelligencer  left  Kingston  or  its  vicinity,  past,  that  I  should  have  been  enabled  to  ad- 
last  evening,  to  tell  me  that  Sir  George  Pre-  dress  you  in  propria  personae,  but  in  this  1 
Tost  had  commenced  his  operations  against  have  been  baffled  by  a  severe  and  unremitting 
Boyd,  and  bad  driven  in  his  pickets  and  taken  malady,  whic^h  obliges  me  to  resort  to  the 
«ixty  or  seventy  prisoners,  but  had  been  re-  pen  of  a  common  friend- 
pulsed  from  bis  line  of  encampment.  The  “  J  reached  this  place  the  evening  of  the 
militia  of  Montreal  are  at  Kingston,  and  rein-  4th.  Commodore  Chauncey,  at  that  time, 
forcements  by  single  hundreds  are  arriving  occupied  the  harbour;  and 'Sir  James  Yeo, 
frequently;  400  men  are  expected  in  the  with  the  British  squadron,  was  vapouring  in 
course  of  the  week.  front  of  it.  This  state  of  things  continued 

The  force  at  Kingston  is  2,000  men  (regu-  without  any  material  change,  until  the  even- 
fars  1,500,  militia  500.)  Major  General  I>ir-  ing  of  the  *7th,  when  a  light  land  breeze  gave 
racb  commands,  and  they  are  assiduously  to  the  commodore  an  apportunity  of  standing 
strengthening  their  works.  Sir  James  Yeo  out  to  meet  the  enemy.  The  two  squadrons 
sailed  with  six  weeks  provisions,  expressly  to  were  about  two  leagues  asunder,  ol'  coase- 
co-operate  with  Sir  George  at  the  head  of  the  quence,  an  action  appeared  inevitable :  yet 
lake  ;  a  donble  battle  and  a  double  victory  so  it  has  happened,  tliat  since  that  period,  un- 
oft'er  a  strong  temptation ;  but  I  mil  not  be  til  about  five  o’clock,  yesterday,  P.  M.  these 
diverted  from  my  course.  two  naval  armaments  have  kept  from  four  to 

I  have  written  Governor  Tompkins  on  the  eight  miles  distant,  without  having  exchanged 
subject  of  a  draft  of  militia  for  the  strait  of  a  single  shot,  or  done  each  other  the  smallest 
Niagara,  to  supply  the  absence  of  our  troops  visible  damage.  The  British  uniformly  on 
of  the  line  and  prevent  claiiiuur,  Imt  have  not  the  retreat,  and  the  Americans  in  pursuit, 
been  so  happy  as  to  receive  an  acknowledg-  “  General  Peter  B.  Porter  left  me  to  day, 
ment  of  ray  letter.  properly  authorized  and  instructed  to  bring 

With  perlect  respect,  your  obedient  scr-  into  operation  a  corps  of  the  Six  Nation  lu- 
yant,  JAMES  WILKINSON.  dans,  which  he  proposes  to  increase  to  a  thnu- 

iThe  Hon.  John  Armstrongs  secretary  of  mar.,  sand  men,  by  volunteers  from  the  militia,  and 

War  Department,  Sockets  Harbour,  ^risposed  to  be  busy  and  active  wlicrcver  he 
September  may  be  directed. 

Dear  General-— I  arrived  here  yesterday.  **  I  hear  notlnng  of  Brigadier  Gen.  M*Clure 
Nothing  new,  excepting  that  Prevost  has  re-  ^d  the  New- York  militia.  I  shall  mature 
turned  to  Kingston.  General  Hampton  will  *^y  plans  for  embarkation,  as  rapidly  as  the 
go  through  the  campaign  cordially  and  vigor-  difficulties  which  may  oppose  me  can  be  ina- 
©usly,  hut  will  resign  at  the  end  of  it.  He  tnred ;  but  we  are  greatly  deficient  in  trans- 
will  be  ready  to  move  by  the  20th  with  an  P«*t,  and  have  not  received  &  single  boat  from 
effective  regular  Ibrce  of  4,000,  and  a  militia  Oswego  or  any  other  place.  Strong  shallops 
detachment  of  1,500.  On  the  supposition  that  and  slip  keels  are  necessary  to  the  transport 
Sir  George  had  decidedly  taken  his  part,  and  of  tho  heavy  cannon,  ordnance,  stores,  ammu- 
had  chosen  the  peninsula  as  his  champ  de  bat-  ration,  clothing,  &c. 

taille,  I  had  ordered  Hampton  to  move  im-  “  I  am  writing  to  Biimford  for  many  things 
mediately  against  the  Isle  Aux  Noix.  2,000  which  I  was  assured  1  should  find  here  ;  and  I 
militia  will  be  promptly  assembled  at  Cliam-  pray  you  to  put  him  on  the  alert,  or  I  may  bo 
pion,  twenty-four  miles  from  this  place,  and  caught  in  the  snow.  I  dictate  this  under  much, 
on  the  route  to  the  St.  Lawrence.  The  place  depression  of  head  and  stomach.” 
was  selected,  as  oflering  two  objects,  and  of  And  am,  with  great  respect  and  esteem, 
course  leaving  his  knightship  to  guess.  To  y®ur  most  obedient  servant, 
liave  pushed  them  directly  to  OgdoDsburgh,  JAMES  WILKINSON, 

would  not  have  had  that  advantage.  A  larger  Extract  qf  a  Utter  from  General  Wilkimon  to 
draft  would  have  been  difficult.  Another  the  secretary  qf  mar,  dated  Fort  George,  Sep^ 
liew  of  the  subject  is,  that  this  part  of  the  tember  16,  *1813. 

plan  cannot  be  confided  to  militia  exclusively;  “  1  have  escaped  from  my  palet,  and  with  a 
they  must  be  propped  by  a  regular  corps,  giddy  head  and  trembling  hand  will  endca- 
otherwise  the  backdoor  may  not  be  sufficiently  vour  to  scrawl  you  a  few  lines,  the  first  I  have 
closed  and  barred,  written  since  my  arrival  hore»^ 
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“With  respect  to  the  advance  squadrons, 
we  are  still  without  one  word  of  authentic  in¬ 
formation,  but  we  are  entertained  by  daily 
rumours  as  wild  and  extravagant  as  they  are 
inconsistent  and  coutradictoiy.  1  hope  we 
may  soon  have  an  end  of  this  state  of  uncer¬ 
tainty,  w’hich  damps  our  exertions,  and  re¬ 
tards  eur  measures.  * 

“  The  removal  of  the  main  body  of  the 
troops  from  this  position  is  an  operation  of 
great  delicacy  and  interest ;  and  it  was  there¬ 
fore  your  presence  here  would  have  been 
more  important  than  elsewhere. 

I  am  not  authorized  to  abandon  this  use- 
Vess  occupancy,  and  therefore  it  must  be  main¬ 
tained  against  the  united  British  force  in  its 
vicinity ;  to  secure  the  end,  and  nothing  must 
be  hazarded,  w  ill  require  a  serious  drain  from 
our  best  ti’oops,  which  enfeebles  our  too  feeble 
force  for  the  main  attack.  The  head  of  the 
militia  under  MKJiure  has  not  yet  shown  itself: 
when  it  does,  (if  in  any  reasonable  time,)  and 
we  have  conferred,  I  shall  be  better  enabled 
to  develope  the  intricate  path  before  me. 
But  in  the  mean  time,  alas,  sir,  the  season 
V'illi  I  fear,  be  lost. 

“'The  Indians  enter  into  our  views  with 
great  zeal,  and  I  look  for  a  corps  of  at  least 
five  hundred  men  in  eight  days ;  whether  to 
relieve  De  Koltcnburg  of  five  or  six  hundred 
of  his  etfective  men,  before  I  turn  iny  back  oq 
him,  will  be  determined  by  considerations  of 
policy  in  relation  to  our  red  allies,  and  the  mi¬ 
litia,  and  the  fate  of  our  squadrons.  The  ene¬ 
my  proless  to  day  a  total  ignorance  of  the 
occurrence  of  an  action  between  the  squadrons. 

“  In  the  cqurse  of  sixteen  days  the  enemy 
have  lost  65  men  by  desertion  ;  we  barely  6. 
We  count  4,600  on  i^aper,  and  could  show 
about  3,400  combatants.  The  enemy,  from 
the  best  information  we  h^ve,  have  aliont 
3,000  men  on  paper,  of  whom  1,400  are  sick. 
Shall  I  make  a  sweep  at  thein  or  not,  at  the 
hazard  of  our  main  object?  Not  unless  that 
main  object  is  jeopardized  by  the  fate  of  our 
squadrons  ;  it  would  require  an  operation  of 
three  weeks ;  but  my  views  are  forward,  and 
I  shall  not  abandon  the  prospect  while  a  ray  of 
o^»e  remains. 

,  “I  have  received  your  letters  to  the  6th 
from  Sacket’s  Harlwur,  and  thank  you  for 
them.  For  your  comfort,  the  men  here  are 
gaining  health,  and,  with  their  otikci’S,  breathe 
an  ardent  spirit  for  equibat.’? 

Jixtract  of  a  letUr  from  Major  General  IVilkin- 

kinson,  to  the  secretary  of  war,  dated  Fart 

George,  September.  18,  1813. 

Dear  J^eneral — Accident  detained  the  ex¬ 
press  last  evening,  and  gives  me  an  opportu-  I 
pity  to  drop  you  another  line.  *  .  . 

Not  a  word  more  of  Chauncey  ;  what  has 
hecome'of  him  ?  I  pray  you  to  decide,  whether 
1  am  to  iqoye,  with  or  lyithout  ^ny  further 
|mowledge  of  the  squadron. 

From  the  enclosed.  No.  2,  it  would  appear 
Jhat  the  enemy  pxpect  trancpjil  winter  quar- 


ters  in  this  nciglilwurliood,  for  the  number  of 
barracks  proposed  to  be  built  will  not  receive 
more  than  1 ,400  or  1,6(X)  men,  including  guards, 
ordinary  and  extraordinary,  stow  them  as  yoa 
can  ;  but  shall  I  have  the  enemy  w'ithin  four 
miles  of  this  place,  making  wide  investiture  of 
it  from  Queenstown  to  Four  Mile  Creek ;  or 
shah  I  break  him  up  ?  With  our  prospects  Uie 
decision  is  embarrassing;  change  them,  to  tlie 
abandonment  of  tlie  chief  design,  and  our 
course  is  direct,  viz.:  to  take  possession  al 
Burlington  Bay,  and  cut  up  or  rapture  tlie 
whole  division  in  this  quarter,  which  may  be 
estimated  at  3,000  regular  troops.  1  pray 
you  to  deliberate  on  these  fioints,  and  give  me 
your  advice  without  delay. 

I  have  despatched  an  express  to  for 

General  MKJlure,  of  whom  1  have  heard  no¬ 
thing  since  iiiy  last ;  but  to  supply  the  defect 
of  his  silence,  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  commu¬ 
nication  from  a  committee,  of  which  P.  B.  Por¬ 
ter  is  chief,  will  fully  suffice.  I  have  respond¬ 
ed  in  the  most  courteous  terras,  making  re¬ 
ference  to  you  for  your  determination  on  the 
momentous  occasion,  as  you  will  jierceive  from 
my  answrer.  Now  let  me  entreat  you  to  weigh 
these  propositions,  to  take  into  consideration 
the  possible  failure  of  the  militia,  and  the  sub¬ 
stitution,  in  such  case,  of  these  volunteers;  for 
in  the  present  crisis,  we  should,  if  possible, 
render  “  assurance  doubly  sure.”  The  letter 
of  David  Rodman,  (a  stranger)  is  also  trans¬ 
mitted  for  consideration;  let  me  have^our 
answer,  and  tell  me  how  to  act,  as  speedily  as 
|K)ssible,  I  beseech.  The  boats  from  Oswego 
have  not  yet  arrived. 

I  am  feeble  to  childhood,  but  shall  look  at 
the  troops  in  battalion  on  Tuesday. 

Truly  yours, 

JA^ilES  WILKINSON. 
The  hon.  John  Armstrong,  secretary  of  war. 

Fort  George,  September  18,  1813. 

Sir — I  am  ordered  by  General  Wilkinson  to 
forward  the  enclosed.  One,  a  letter  from  a 
committee  of  three,  of  which  P.  B.  Porter  is 
the  first ;  and  the  other  a  letter  from  Daniel 
Roflman,  the  organ  of  an  Association  of  resi¬ 
dents  in  and  near  Canandaigua. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

II.  LEE,  Jun. 

Major  of  infantry,  and  aid-de-camp  to 
Major  General  At’ilkinson. 

The  han,  John  Armstrong,  secretary  of  war.  . 

Black  Rock,  September  17,  1813. 

Sir — In  consequence  of  encouragements 
from  General  Boyd,  that  a  general  and  decisive 
movement  was  about  to  be  made  by  the  array, 
and  that  an  additional  force  was  desirable,  we 
repaired  to  Fort  George  about  five  weeks  ago, 
with  ‘five  hundred  men,  consisting  of  volun¬ 
teers,  militia  aiid  Indians.  Most  of  us  reraaiu- 
ed  there  for  twelve  or  fourteen  days,  but  our 
hopes  not  being  realized,  the  men  continually 
dispersed  and  went  home,  not  however  without 
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•corpectatioas,  a^lo  encouraged  bj  Generals  fight  them ;  and  that  with  this  force  we  be  an 
Uoyd  and  Williams,  that  we  shouid  be  shortly  Uiorized  to  invade  the  enemy’s  country, 
•called  on  again  to  aid  in  operations,  which  the  .Sliould  you  think  proper  to  confer  such  an 
people  in  this  part  of  tlie  country,  so  long  har-  authority  upon  us,  and  direct  that  the  rolun- 
rassed  by  the  calamities  of  war,  feel  so  strong  teers  shall  be  furnished  with  arms,  ainmuni- 
an  interest  in  forwarding.  Under  similar  ex-  tion,  provisions,  ^'c.  and  receive  pay  while  in 
pectations,  many  of  our  fri«ids  in  the  interior,  actual  service,  we  pledge  our  lives,  that  be¬ 
have  intimated  to  us  their  readiness  to  join  fore  the  close  of  the  season,  we  will  occupy  the 
with  respectable  reinforcements  on  the  short-  whole  of  tlie  valuable  and  populous  peninsulia. 
est  notice ;  and  we  are  informed  that  one  com-  op]K>srte  this  river,  and  either  capture,  de- 
pany,  about  seventy  strong,  is  actually  on  its  stroy  or  disperse  all  the  enemy’s  force  in  this 
march,  and  will  arrive  here  to-day  or  to-mor-  quarter. 

row.  You  may  perhaps  maYe  It  convenient  id 

We  are  at  this  moment  much  at  a  loss  how  send  an  answer  by  the  bi'arer.  Captain  Hall, 
to  act,  and  our  difficulty  is  increased  by  the  We  are,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedieirt 
various  rumours  aud  conjectures,  circulated  by  servants, 

the  ditferent  officers,  daily  arriving  fit>in  head  PETKR  B.  PORTER, 

quarters ;  some  of  whom  represent  that  no  of-  CYUEXIUS  CHAPI^, 

I'ensivc  operations  are  to  be  undertaken  on  this  ^  JOSEPH  M‘CLL  RE. 

frontier,  but  that  the  regular  army  is  imme-  Major  General  Wilkimon. 
diately  to  be  marched,  either  to  the  east,  to  Canandcigua,  September  14,  1813. 

attac’k  Kingston,  or  to  the  west  to  join  General  Sir — A  large  number  of  patriotic  citizens 

Harrison.  Other;  state  that  an  attack  is  to  ofthisand  the  adj^ent  towns,  amyous  to  do 
be  made  on  the  British  forces  in  the  vicinitv  Iheir  duty  in  a  crisis  so  interesting  to  tlie  na- 
of  this  place.  *  fhm  in  general,  and  to  this  part  of  the  coun- 

Under  these  circumstances,  we  arc  induced  particular,  have  s^seciated  themselves 

to  inquire  of  you,  whether  such  a  force  as  we  h*  volunteer  Uieir  services  to  the  United 
have  it  in  our  pow<T  to  raise,  is  desired  bv  States  -for  tlie  rendue  ot  Ihe  campaign  at  least, 
you  to  elfectoate  your  plans,  and  if  so,  in  what  order  to  eiTectuate  their  intentions  how- 
numbers,  and  at  what  time  ?  If  your  object  be  ^^^cr,  it  will  be  necessary  that  their  move- 
to  sally  out  iqMin  the  enemy  at  Fort  George,  ments  should  receive  your  approbation  and 
we  could  bring  you  a  rcs|)ectable  force.  But,  ^^finction,  and  that  they  should  be  assured  of, 
on  the  coiitiary,  if  you  meditate  a»  attack  at  ^hat  the  corps,  whether  a  company,  battalion, 
some  other  point,  and  the  withdrawal  of  the  jKissible)  a  regiment,  should  be  re¬ 

regular  troops  from  Fort  George,  and  placing  ceived,  organized,  aud  coimteiianced  by  your 
this  frontier  on  the  defen«ve  only,  by  means  oi’der  and  authority.  The  lateness  of  tlie  sea- 
of  militia,  wc  woukl  observe,  tliat  our  pre-  son  and  the  anxiety  ot  tlie  members  induce 
pared  force  is  of  such  a  character,  as  could  not  to  request  an  early  ami  authoritative  reply, 
be  en^^aged  in  this  service.  ’  association  may  be  equipped  accor- 

Upon  the  supposition  that  you  intend  to  ding  to  law»  and  be  usetul  to  their  country  this 
withdraw  the  regular  troops  from  this  fmiitier,  season.  It  may  not  be  hardly  decorous  for  ns 
we  beg  leave  to  submit  a  projxisition  foryotu’  mu^t  observe  that  the  sub- 

consideration.  scribcTS  will  prove  to  be  obedient  and  brave 

We  behave  we  are  not  incorrect  in  saying,  sphliers. 
that  it  would  require  nearly  quite  as  great  a  ,  their  behalf,  I  am,  respectfully,  yourobq* 
force  to  defend  this  line  of  frontier  against  a  servant,  *  DANL.  RODMAN, 

given  force  of  the  enemy,  as  it  would  to  at-  Majar  General  h  ilkir^on, 
tack  and  subdue  that  enemy.  Sir  George*  or  officer  commanding  tort  George, 

Provost  has  ordered  the  militia  of  Hie  upper  l*ort  Gecmge,  September  18,  1813. 

province  to  be  called  out  eii  masse.  They  are  Gentle3ien  Your  letter  of  yesterday 
to  assemble  on  Saturday  next.  And  if,  after  ^^'jeh  reached  me  last  evening,  gives  you  a 
your  departure,  the  enemy  opposite  here  claim  to  my  ackDowledgmcuts,  and  to  those 
should  take  it  in  his  head  to  retain  all  his  re-  o^  your  country.  But  I  am  altogether  un- 
gular  force,  and  play  off  his  skill  against  the  authorized  by  law  or  instruction  to  sanction 
inexperience  of  our  militia,  we  might  have  oc-  your  plan  for  the  levy  ol  a  body  of  volunteers, 
easiou  to  fear  a  repetition  of  ioriuer  scenes  in  yoiu*  anticipations,  propositions,  and 

the  present  war.  suggestions  embrace  a  range  and  a  character 

Our  proposition  (in  case  -of  your  leaving  this  open  .wiycli  jl  have  neither  right  nor  authority 
place)  is,  that  we  be  permitted  to  raise  bo-  deliberate,  I  have  considered  it  my  duty  to 
tween  this  and  the  first  of  October,  a  volun-  transmit  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  the  secretary 
teer  force  of  from  1,000  to  1,200  meu,  exclu-  now  at  ^cket's  Har^ur,  by  express, 

sive  of  Indians.  That  we  add  to  it  as  many  of  f9r  deliberation  and  decision, 
the  militia  stationed  on  the  lines  as  may  be  ^  convenient  and  pro- 

willing  to  join  us.  That  we  may  be  furnislied  meet  your  views,  and  have  only  to  add, 

with  a  small  train  (say  four  pieces)  of  field  ar-  sliall  be  advised  of  his  answer  with- 

tiilery,  with  experienced  officers  i\nd  men  to  ^  moments  delav,  afler  it  reach  urj 
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With  high  consideration  and  respect,  I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obe¬ 
dient  servant,  JAMES  WILKINSON. 

To  Peter  B,  Porter^  Major  Cyrenius 
Chapin,  and  Joseph  McClure, 

Socket's  Harbour,  September  18,  1813. 

Dear  General — Our  intbrination  from  the 
other  side  of  the  lake  amounts  to  this :  Pre- 
vost  goes  to  Montreal.  The  whole  regular 
force  in  Kingston  consists  of  ten  companies  of 
De  Waterville’s  regiment,  that  at  Prescot  of 
two  companies  of  the  same  corps,  and  about 
forty  artili'Tists. 

De  Waterville’s  regiment  was  made  up  in 
Spain,  is  composed  of  Poles,  Germans,  Spa¬ 
niards,  and  Portuguese,  and  completely  disaf¬ 
fected.  What  a  precious  moment  my  friend 
is  this. 

The  commodore  was  brought  back  to  us 
yesterday  by  adverse  winds.  He  goes  this 
morning ;  let  not  the  great  objects  of  the  cam¬ 
paign  be  hazarded  by  running  after  Yeo; 
these  accomplished,  his  race  is  run.  Kingston, 
or  the  point  below  seized,  all  above  perishes, 
because  the  tree  is  then  girdled. 

In  speaking  of  your  artillery  you  do  not  in¬ 
clude  the  guns  taken  at  Fort  George,  and 
which  will  be  necessary  for  its  defence.  A 
small  garrison  will  be  sulBcient  against  as¬ 
sault  :  siege  we  need  not  dread.  It  is  already 
too  late  to  live  in  trenches.  Porter  (of  the 
artillery)  would  do  well  to  command  the  place. 
Tell  him  from  me  he  is  a  brigadier  by  brevet. 

The  means  of  transportation  are  now  with 
you,  hasten  your  march,  and  may  God  bless 
you  in  all  your  enterprises. 

Yours  truly  and  always, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

General  JVUkinson. 

Extracts  nj  a  letter  from  Major  General  WiU 

kimon  to  the  $ecrctary>of  war,  dated  Septem¬ 
ber  20, 18t3. 

I  am  well  again,  and  that’s  a  good  thing, 
for  I  have  been  during  my  sickness  somewhat 
o<*  a  smeUfungus, 

Now  indexed  would  be  a  fine  time  to  slip 
into  the  St.  Lawrence  if  Chauncey  could  keep 
Sir  James  blockaded  above  Kingston  and  com¬ 
mand  the  river  below  at  the  same  time,  and 
our  preparation^  were  completely  matured, 
but  it  is  a  herculean  task  to  extract  order 
from  choas.  No  time  has  or  shall  be  lost  on 
my  part ;  but  we  cannot,  when  prepared  at 
all  points,  control  the  winds.  It  was  last  night 
only  the  transports  from  Oswego  arrived;  and 
if  I  am  not  hardly  opposed  by  weather  I  hope  ! 
J  shall  have  1,000  men  afioat  by  the  26th,  and 
complete  iny  embarkation  on  the  30th,  after 
which,  until  we  reach  Grenadier  Island,  I  must 
look  to  our  squadron  and  the  heavens  for  safety. 

Chauncey  tells  mo  he  is  liable  to  be  blown 
off  from  his  station,  and  in  such  case  Sir  James 
may  slip  out  by  him,  but  promises  to  follow 
him.  It  is  material  to  prevent  the  enemy 
from  following  and  cutting  our  rear*,  that  some 


competent  force  should  take  post  on  the  St. 
Lawrence  below  Kingston,  and  I  pray  of  you 
to  make  this  arrangement  with  Chauncey. 
Before  I  left  Sacket’s  Harbour,  I  ordered  a 
dozen  slip  keeled  boats,  to  cany  fifty  men 
each,  and  to  row  thirty  oars,  to  be  armc^  with 
a  light  cannon  in  their  bow. 

This  armament  is  to  sweep  the  St.  Law¬ 
rence  of  the  enemy’s  gun  boats,  and  to  take 
post  in  advance  when  and  wherefore  it  may 
be  advisable.  I  beg  you,  if  necessary  on  your 
part,  to  give  effect  to  this  order. 

We  have  just  received  advice  confirmatory 
of  a  naval  combat  on  Lake  Erie,  in  which  it 
is  said  Perry  has  taken  the  whole  British 
squadron  on  the  10th  instant,  and  brought  the. 
vessels  into  “  Putney  Harliour  at  the  islands 
his  own  vessel,  the  Ijawrence,  barely  capa¬ 
ble  of  being  floated.  The  action  lasted  six 
i  hours.  This  will  cancel  your  news  from  our 
commodore. 

The  enclosed  letter  from  General  M‘Clure 
breathes  a  good  spirit,  but  he  will  not  be  up 
for  several  days.  In  the  mean  time  I  shall 
prepare  his  orders,  to  be  ready  to  give  him 
the  command. 

A  body  of  horse,  a  small  one  at  that  point 
where  the  fate  of  the  island  is  to  be  decided 
by  combat,  (for  believe  not  that  we  shall  get 
possession  of  Montreal  without  a  battle,)  will 
be  invaluable.  Burn  has  been  ordered  hence 
some  time  before  my  arrival,  to  recruit  his 
cavalry  and  prepare  them  for  action,  and  I 
shall  order  him  by  express  to-morrow  to  in¬ 
cline  by  indirect  dilatory  marches  towards 
Hamilton,  there  to  look  for  further  orders, 
somewhere  about.  Antwerp  or  that  quarter. 
From  Denmark  or  Champion  he  is  to  advise 
’  the  commanding  ofiicer  at  Sacket’s  Harbour 
of  his  movements. 

De  Rottenberg  is  under  the  full  belief  that 
I  mean  to  attack  him,  and  1  shall  keep  up  the 
delusion  as  long  as  possible. 

The  snail’s  pare  of  tlie  reinforcements  ap¬ 
proaching  tins  divison,  and  pardon  me,  their 
direction  and  route  occasion  me  surprise.  Oi 
what  avail  will  be  the  detachments  under 
Colonels  Randolph  and  Coles,*  which  are  I 
learn  from  Washington,  on  their  march  to 
this  place,  where  they  cannot  or  will  not  ar¬ 
rive  before  the  15th  proximo.  If  these  de¬ 
tachments  had  been  ordered  on  by  all  the 
available  water  communications  from  Anna¬ 
polis  to  Albany,  they  could  have  reached^ 
Sacket’s  Harbour  in  season,  and  a  column  of 
800  men  would  have  been  found  an  important 
desideratum  in  our  impending  operations. 
Where  also  are  the  1,000  men  reported  to  me 
by  Colonel  Duane  as  being  ready  for  march 
before  I  reached  Philadelphia  ?  I  must  hope 
near  Sacket’s  Harbour.  I  put  these  questions 
to  you  that  I  may  apprise,  you  of  facts,  that 
you,  with  whom  it  rests,  may  apply  the  re¬ 
medy,  for  I  find  we  possess  little  military  su¬ 
bordination  or  respect,  and  that  a  chief  of  an 
These  corps  arrived  in  tune* 
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jLrmy  is  obeyed  more  from  courtesy  than  prin-  < 
ciple  or  professional  obligations. 

1  send  this  by  the  privateer  Fox  to  Commo¬ 
dore  Chauncey,  with  a  request  that  he  acce¬ 
lerate  its  progress  to  you.  J%is  place  neither 
stops  a  gap,  extends  our  possessions,  nor 
oovers  or  protects  a  country;  it  is  good  for 
nought,  but  to  command  the  ground  it  occu¬ 
pies,  and  therefore  I  shall  dismantle  and  aban¬ 
don  it. 

f^xtract  qf  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  to 

Major  General  fFiUdnson^  dated  SackeVs 

Harbour^  September  22,  1813. 

Deab  General — Your  letters  of  the  16th, 
17th  and  18th  instant,  have  been  this  moment 
received;  I  hasten  to  answer  them.  The 
main  object  must  be  prosecuted;  Chauncey 
is  not  broken  down ;  he  can  and  will  com¬ 
mand  the  lake,  and  while  he  does  so,  our  po¬ 
sition  at  Fort  Geoi^e,  may  be  maintained.  If 
the  enemy’s  sick  list  amounts  to  one  thousand 
feur  hundred,  out  of  three  thousand,  the  ene¬ 
my  can  undertake  nothing  with  eflfect.  In 
this  view  of  the  subject,  close  with  P,  B.  Por- 
ier*s  proposition^  m^e  in  the  following  w’ords, 
viz.  “  Our  proposition  (in  case  of  your  leaving 
this  place)  is,  that  we  be  permitted  to  raise, 
between  this  and  the  first  of  October,  a  vo¬ 
lunteer  force  of  from  one  thousand  to  one 
thousand  two  hundred  men,  exclusive  of  In¬ 
dians  ;  that  we  may  add  to  it  as  many  of  the 
militia  stationed  on  the  lines  as  may  be  will¬ 
ing  to  join  us;  that  we  be  furnished  with  a 
small  train  (say  four  pieces)  of  field  artillery, 
with  experienced  officers  and  men  to  fight 
them,  and  that  with  this  force  we  be  author¬ 
ized  to  invade  the  enemy  ’s  country.” 

Rodman’s  corps  may  join  Porter.  Any  vo¬ 
lunteers  you  may  have  with  the  army,  whose 
times  are  near  expiring,  and  who  are  desirous 
of  continuing  in  service,  may  do  so  also.  We 
will  cover  the  whole  by  a  requisition  upon  Go¬ 
vernor  Tompkins  for  additional  militia. 

The  enemy’s  fleet  have  left  the  Chesapeake, 
I  believe  for  Halifax,  whence  the  land  troops 
are  to  be  sent  into  Canada;  another  motive 
for  quick  movements. 

My  last  letters  by  Chauncey,  of  the  18th 
or  19th,  gave  you  all  we  yet  know.  Prevost 
has  left  Kingston,  it  is  said,  for  Quebec; 
more  probably  for  Montreal. 

Yours  faithfully  and  ever, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Niagara,  September  27^  1813, 
Six  o'clock,  A.  M, 

Dear  General — I  received  at  eight  o’clock 
fast  evening,  your  interesting  letter  of  the 
22d,  and  shall  employ  its  authorizations  to  the 
t)est  possible  effect. 

Fifteen  hundred  men  were  embarked  with 
orders  to  sail  the  day  before  yesterday,  but  a 
krong  easterly  wind  has  made  it  impossible  to 
inove. 

The  whole  force,  say  three  thousand  com- 
l^tants,  after  deducting  the  garrisons  of  Forts 


George  and  Niagara,  were'  ready  for  embarka¬ 
tion  yesterday,  and  as  the  weather  is  serene  at 
this  moment,  1  hope  the  whole  may  be  able 
to  move  at  dusk  this  day :  I  say  at  dusk,  be¬ 
cause  I  am  desirous  to  keep  my  neighboun 
under  a  delusion  as  long  as  possible ;  they  are 
perplexed  as  to  my  intentions,  and  will  not  be 
able  to  penetrate  them  before  they  have  dis¬ 
covered  the  course  of  my  flotilla.  ' 

I  have  authentic  information  from  York  to 
the  evening  of*  the  24th  instant.  The  brigade 
of  militia  in  the  vicinity  were  required  to  as¬ 
semble  the  25th,  and  six  hundred  men  of  the 
41st  and  49th  regiments,  and  second  battalion 
were  daily  expected  there,  on  their  route  to 
this  neighbourhood;  this  is  good;  and  still 
better,  three  spacious  block  houses  are  order¬ 
ed  by  Sir  George  to  be  erected  at  York. 

But,  sir,  here  is  one  drawback ;  the  tanta¬ 
lizing  Sir  James  Yeo  was  in  shore  with  his 
fleet,  on  the  evening  of  the  24th,  (Friday,) 
about  twenty-eight  miles  east  of  York.  Where 
he  is  now,  we  know  not,  for  he  has  not  since 
been  heard  of,  and  Chauncey  is  just  sending 
out  the  Lady  of  the  Lake  and  the  Neptune  to 
reconnoitre  York  and  the  coast  in  that  quar¬ 
ter.  What  may  be  the  views  of  the  knight  ? 
to  gasconade,  to  retard  ray  movement,  or  ena¬ 
ble  De  Rottenberg  to  follow  me  ?  lam  una¬ 
ble  to  divine,  but  will  not  be  longer  delayed, 
and,  therefore,  shall  be  twenty  miles  to  the 
eastward  before  to-morrow  morning,  should 
the  weather  permit.  If  Sir  James  can  be  dis¬ 
covered,  Chauncey  will  seek  him,  otherwise 
he  will  sail  with  me  to  cover  my  left  flank. 

As  we  have  not  a  moment  to  lose,  I  shall 
proceed  directly  to  Grenadier  Islandf,  writii^ 
you  and  sending  orders  to  the  commanding  of¬ 
ficer,  by  a  despatch  boat,  en  passant. 

After  all,  we  are  so  straitened  for  transport, 
that  we  shall  not  find  room  for  more  than  fif¬ 
teen  days’  provisions ;  indeed,  we  have  little 
more  to  spare  from  this  position,  and  there¬ 
fore  our  sole  dependence  must  be  on  the  ma¬ 
gazines  at  Sacket’s  Harbour,  of  which  the 
contractor  should  be  personally  advised.  Hea¬ 
ven  protect  you.  Truly  yours, 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 
H(m.  John  Armstrong,  secretary  of  war. 

Fort  George,  October  2, 1813. 

Dear  Sir — Since  my  last  of  the  17th  inst. 
I  have  had  difficulties,  perplexities  and  anxic> 
ties  sufficient  to  discompose  a  saint. 

Commodore  Chauncey,  having  ascertained 
that  the  British  squadron  was  on  the  oppe^ite 
coast,  agreeably  to  the  information  I  had  giveq 
him,  left  port  on  the  evening  of  the  27th,  to 
look  for  it ;  on  the  mornii^  of  the  28th,  we 
discovered  our  squadron  off  this  place,  about 
mid  channel,  and  standing  tor  the  York  shore  ; 

I  about  twelve  o’clock,  though  very  distant,  we 
discovered  it  was  warmly  engaged,  the  enemy 
I  to  leeward  and  scarcely  discernible ;  we  could, 

I I  had  determined  on  tliis  point  of  rendezvoul, 
before  I  heard  from  General  Browti. 
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with  our  glasses,  tlistin^ish  the  Pike  firing 
both  her  batteries,  and  frequently  enveloped 
In  smoke.  The  enemy  were  forced  towards  the 
head  of  the  lake,  and  a?>out  three  o'clock  we 
lost  sight  of  our  sternmost  vessel,  the  action 
etill  continuing.  From  that  period  until  yes¬ 
terday  morning  I  was  kept  in  suspense  as  to 
the  issue  of  the  action,  the  wind  blowing  a 
^le  from  the  southeast,  and  producing  such  a 
«well  as  made  it  impossible  for  our  privateers 
to  keep  the  lake,  and  of  course  my  ^tilla  was 
confined  to  port  with  the  troops,  either  on 
board  er  encamped  on  the  beach.  The  even¬ 
ing  before  last,  our  whole  fleet  (alone)  were 
^Uscovored  beating  down  the  lake;  in  the 
course  of  the  night  they  Ciime  to  offFour  Mile 
Creek,  and  yesterday  morning  the  commodore 
presented  himself.  Onr  observations  on  the 
action  were  in  the  main  correct,  except  that 
the  battle  was  fought  by  the  Pike  alone,  (or 
next  to  it,)  who  having  carried  away  Sir  James* 
inizzen  and  main  top  masts,  his  squadron  hore 
lip  to  protect  him,  and  Chauncey  was  engaged 
with  the  whole.  Unlucky  fellow  ;  he  could 
have  taken  a  schooner  and  a  brig,  but  his  iwcs 
being  fixed  on  the  commodore,  he  would  not 
look  at  smaller  game.  Finally.  Sir  James,  as 
usual,  ran  a^vay ;  w’as  chased  to  the  head  of 
Ihe  lake,  came  to  anchor  close  in  shore  ;  and 
the  gale  and  tremendous  sea  threatening,  in 
case  of  a  continued  action,  to  put  both  squad¬ 
rons  on  shore.  Sir  James  with  the  British  force 
assembled  there,  and  Chauncey  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  he  clawed  off,  and  came  down 
to  confer  with  me  ;  he  has  my  opinions  in  wri¬ 
ting,  and  I  expect  his  answer  this  morning. 

Early  yesterday,  before  I  had  heard  li-om 
the  commodore,  the  wind,  for  the  first,  becom¬ 
ing  favourable,  I  despatched  all  my  batteaux, 
^nd  as  soon  as  I  had  ascertained  Sir  James 
Yeo’s  situation,  our  sailboats  followed;  but, 
alas,  before  1  o’clock  the  wind  again  came 
round  to  the  southeast,  and  several  of  our 
schooners  returned,  though  a  majority  of 
them,  and  the  whole  of  the  batteaux  proceed¬ 
ed,  and  I  hop)e  reached  Eighteen  Mile  Creek. 

1  have  been  detained  by  the  arrival  of  about 
35p  Indians,  to  whom  I  was  obliged  to  give  an 
audience  and  a  talk,  and  1  lodged  iu  this  place 
so  see  whether  the  enemy  might  look  at  it,  and 
what  would  be  the  conduct  of  the  garrison  of 
690  militia,  and  800  regular  troops  under  the 
command  of  Col.  Scott.  We  have  just  had  an 
alarm,  and  beins  myself  among  the  first  on  pa¬ 
rade,  I  witnessed  a  scene  by  which  I  shall  profit 
Scott,  before  I  leave  him,  .which  will  be  in  a 
couple  of  hours,  as,  thank  Almighty  God,  the 
wind  again  breezes,  though  it  nas  rained  all 
night,  and  still  'continues  to  rain.  Oh,  if  it 
may  please  God  to  tavour  us  with  this  breeze, 
we  shall  soon  be  near  you,  but  it  is  in  his  power 
by  adverse  winds  to  delay,  and  by  tempests  to 
destroy  us.  I  move  with  about  3,500  men. 
Farewell,  and  God  preserve  you. 

JAMES  WILKINSON, 

.  JERwi.  John  uirmtrongt  secretary  qf  war. 


Extract  from  the  j0urnat  of  the  seen'etary  of  war ^ 

“  4th  October,  1813.  General  M^lkinson 
arrived  at  Sacket’s  Harbour  on  this  day  frooi 
Fort  George.  He  immediately  visit^  the 
secretary  of  war,  in  company  with  Generals 
Lewis  and  Brown,  and  in  the  presence  of  these 
officers  remonstrated  freely  and  warmly  against 
making  an  attack  on  Kingston,  urging  the  pro* 
priety  of  pas.^ng  that  post,  and  of  going  di* 
rectly  to  Montreal. 

.  “  The  secretary  of  war  differed  from  Gene¬ 
ral  Wilkinson  in  opinion,  but  thought  his  ob¬ 
jections  worthy  ol  consideration,  and  proposed 
a  meeting  on  the  day  following  for  that  pur¬ 
pose. 

“  The  meeting  took  place  accordingly* 
when  General  Wilkinson  presented  the  paper 
I  marked  No.  1.  That  marked  No.  2,  was  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  secretary,  and  the  opinion  with 
which  it  closes  was  adopted,  as  that  which 
should  regulate  the  movements  of  the  array.** 
No.  1. 

Reasons  for  attacking  Kingston  anterior  to 
a  descent  upon  Montreal : 

1st.  We  shall  capture  a  garrison  of  800  or 
1000,  and  demolish  a  strong  hold  of  the  ejneiny. 

2d.  We  sliall  destroy  his  naval  depot  and 
magazines  of  every  species. 

tfo.  We  shall  by  this  operation  diminish  his 
force,  destroy  his  resources,  and  place  the  di¬ 
vision  at  the  head  of  the  lake,  under  De  Rot- 
lenhurg,  in  great  difficulty  and  distress ;  and 

4th.  We  shall  destroy  every  naval  resource, 
and  of  consequence  prevent  the  building, 
equipping  and  even  repairing  a  single  vesseL 

Against  this  attack  it  may  be  urged  ; 

1st.  That  the  reduction  of  the  place  may 
cost  more  time  than  we  calculate  on. 

2d.  It  may  encumber  us  with  wounded  and- 
sick;  and 

3d.  It  is  possible  the  British  squadron  may 
as  heretofore  elude  Commodore  Chauncey,  and 
find  us  before  Kingston,  or  overtake  us  on  the 
St.  Lawrence. 

Ill  the  first  place,  from  the  lateness  of  the 
season,  the  loss  of  a  few  days  may  expose  us 
to  the  aHtumnal  rains,  and  jeopardize  the  chief 
object  of  the  campaign.  In  the  seoond  place, 
our  own  force  will  be  diminished,  and  our 
ipovements  retarded ;  and 

In  the  third  place,  the  chief  object  of  the  cam¬ 
paign,  the  capture  of  MonireaU  will  be  utterly 
defeated,  and  our  own  army  subjected  to  great 
difficulties,  losses,  and  perils.  Submitted  to 
the  honourable  the  secretary  of  war. 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 
No.  2. 

1st.  The  Niagara  division  will  probably  aiv 
rive  here  in  a  day  or  two. 

2d.  The  weather  is  yet  good,  and  the  lake 
navigable  by  scows  and  boats. 

3d.  The  enemy’s  main  force  is  in  the  neiglH 
bourhood  of  Fort  George,  and  his  fleet  at  the 
head  of  the  lake. 

4th.  The  garrison  of  Kingston  jJpes  not  eXt 
ceed  800  or  1000  moD. 
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dth.  If  we  e&ct  a  iaoding  at  McPherson’s 
ihrin,  on  the  eastern  side  of  Kingston,  a  point 
ma^  be  seized,  which  will  command  the  town, 
forts,  and  the  harbour ;  and  within  seven  hours 
after  the  landing  is  effected,  a  suiiicient  bat¬ 
tery  may  be  erected  and  in  operation. 

€th.  Nine  and  twelve  pounders  will  be  mil- 
ficieiit  for  burning  block  houses,  &c.  and  may 
be  dragged  by  the  men. 

7th.  The  time  necessary  to  reduce  the  place 
will  not  exceed  a  single  day,  and  of  course  will 
oot  materially  interfere,  on  that  account,  with 
our  object  below. 

8th.  The  loss  we  may  sustain  can  only  be 
conjectured.  Judging  from  that  at  Fort 
George,  where  the  enemy  were  more  numer¬ 
ous,  it  will  be  inconsiderable. 

9th.  The  advantages  of  taking  Kingston  are 
two :  you  sever  the  enemy’s  line  of  communi- 
oation,  and  you  expel  him  from  his  only  se¬ 
cure  harl)our. 

The  premises  assumed  under  the  1st,  2d,  3d, 
4th  and  5th  heads,  may  change,  and  our  con¬ 
clusions  with  them.  The  only  safe  decision, 
therefore,  is,  that  if  the  British  fleet  shall  not 
escape  Commodore  Chauncey  and  get  into 
Kingston  harbour ;  if  the  garrison  of  that  place 
be  not  largely  reinforced ;  and  if  the  weather 
be  such  as  will  allow  us  to  navigate  the  lake 
securely,  Kingston  shall  be  our  first  object, 
otherwise  we  shall  go  directly  to  Montreal. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Socket's  Harbour,  October  5,  1813. 

War  DepartmeiU,  October  9,  1813. 

Dear  General — Does  there  exist  between 
you  and  the  commodore  a  clear  and  distinct 
understanding  on  the  subject  of  our  plan  of 
operations,  and  the  kind  and  degree  of  assist¬ 
ance  he  will  be  able  to  give  to  its  execution  ? 
Can  he  take  a  position  which  shall  have  the 
effect  of  shutting  in  Yeo,  and  of  covering  our 
descent  upon  Kingston,  and  our  subsequent 
movement  down  the  St.  Lawrence  ?  Is  it  not ' 
probable  that  a  part  of  the  enemy’s  fleet  will, 
immediately  on  oiir  appearance  at  Grenadier 
Island,  occupy  the  passages  of  the  river?  If 
w'e  can  be  covered  in  going  to  our  first  object,' 
and  should  attain  that,  we  may  be  able  to  dis¬ 
pense  with  fiii-t  her  naval  assistance;  but  should 
we  fail,  (a  contingency  which,  being  possible, 
ought  to  be  regarded,)  naval  aid  will  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  the  prosecution  of  the  second  part  of 
the  plan.  As  the  fleet  is  windbound,  and  the 
commodore  here,  explanations  on  these  points 
iTiay  be  readily  and  conveniently  given.  Let 
me  know  the  result,  and  believe  me, 

Yours  truly, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  General  Wilkinson, 

Head  Quarters,  SackeVs  Harbour, 
October  9,  181*^. 

Dear  Sir — The  commodore  and  myself 
have  hitherto  understood  each  other  perfectly, 
aud  I  4hink  we  shall  harmonize  to  the  end. 
lie  is  ready  to  sail  the  moment  the  wind 
cen  e^;  qpd  prou  may  rest  assured,  that  nothing 


essential  to  give  effect  to  the  operations  of  the 
army  under  my  command,  and  to  accomplisb 
the  views  of  tlie  government,  has  been  or  shall 
be  omitted. 

Kespectiully  and  truly  vours, 

^  JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Hon.  John  Armstrong,  secretary  (}f  war. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Wilkinson  t(S 

the  secretary  of  war,  dated  Head  Quarters, 

SackeVs  Harbmir,  October  18,  1813. 

I’he  dimination  of  our  force  by  disease 
and  various  casualties,  and  more  especially  the 
uncertainty  of  the  period  of  our  movement 
against  Montreal,  render  it  necessary,  in  my 
judgment,  that  you  should  revoke  the  order 
of  march  yon  have  given  to  Major  General 
Hampton,  and  that  he  should  be  directed  to 
march  to  Morrisville,  as  rapidly  as  may  be 
consistent  with  the  health  of  his  troops.  This 
proposition  is  founded  on  the  presumption, 
that  we  make  the  reduction  of  Kingston  and 
the  conquests  of  the  upper  provinces,  the  fii'st 
objects  of  our  operations.” 

War  Department,  October  19,  1813. 

Sir — I  received  yonr  letter  of  yesterday^ 
and  should  have  answered  it  -more  promptly, 
blit  that  business  of  the  south  and  west  re¬ 
quired  my  immediate  attention. 

When  on  the  4th  instant,  you  returned  from 
Fort  George,  w^e  had  the  prospect  of  a  speedy 
concentration  of  our  forces  at  this  point ;  the 
Niagara  division  had  sailed  on  the  30tb  ult. 
The  enemy’s  principal  force  occupied  a  can¬ 
tonment  between  Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario ; 
his  fleet  was  at  the  head  of  the  lake,  and  his 
garrison  at  Kingston,  reduced  to  seven  or 
eight  hundred  men.  Under  these  circum¬ 
stances,  it  was  no  doubt  wise  to  decide  as  we 
did,  that  our  first  attack  should  be  carried 
against  that  place  :  but  do  these  circumstan¬ 
ces  any  longer  exist  ?  The  expected  concen¬ 
tration  is  hut  now  effected,  (t8th  of  Octo¬ 
ber,)  a  reinforcement  of  1,500  men  has.  been 
tin  own  into  Kingston ;  the  British  fleet  has  got 
into  i)ort  there,  and  our  force,  from  disease  and 
other  casualties,  is  according  to  your  state¬ 
ment,  diminished  and  diminishing.  To  rein¬ 
state  and  augment  this,  it  is  now'  proposed  to 
order  General  Hampton  from  his  present  po¬ 
sition  at  Chataugy  to  Morrisville,  on  the  8t. 
lawrence.  These  places  are  distant  upwards 
of  one  hundred  miles.  A  march  of  such  length 
at  this  season  of  the  year,  aud  in  the  present 
condition  of  the  roads,  loaded  as  he  is  with 
a  train  of  lartillery,  with  means  of  subsistence, 
and  with  tents  and  baggage,  cannot  be  per¬ 
formed  under  fifteen  days,  to  which  must  be 
added  the  time  necessary  for  giving  the  order, 
for  making  the  arrangements  preliminary  to 
such  a  movement,  and  for  making  also  the 
subsequent  one  from  Morrisville  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Gauuanoqui  river ;  all  of-  w  Inch  would 
pi’obahly  protract  the  moment  of  junction  till 
the  15th  of  November. 

Admonished  as  we  are  by  the  storms  whicdi 
liave  assailed  m  for  ten  days  past,  aud  which 
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have  not  yet  ceased,  I  cannot  but  think  that  a 
period  so  late  would  of  itself  be  fatal  to  the 
proiect. 

Other  circumstances  lead  to  the  same  con¬ 
clusion.  Beginning  our  operations  from  the 
moutli  of  the  Gaunanoqui  river,  we  shall  have 
a  march  of  twcuty-four  miles  to  Kingston,  and 
through  a  country  covered  with  woods,  desti¬ 
tute  of  inhabitants,  and  pervious  only  by  two 
roads,  which,  without  any  interruption  from 
the  enemy,  are  represented  as  nearly  impassa¬ 
ble  at  present  This  movement  (unlike  that 
originally  projected,*)  cannot  be  made  with¬ 
out  the  aid  of  horses,  and  a  less  number  of 
these  than  six  hundred,!  including  the  second 
regiment  of  dragoons,  is,  1  understand,  deemed 
insuflicient.  Now  these  must  be  fed,  and  their 
proveiider  drawn  from  this  pluccy  as  tlie  coun¬ 
try  between  Gravelly  Point  and  Putneyville, 
afi'trds  none,  and  interposes  a  swampy  desert, 
which  shuts  us  out  from  the  supplies  of  Ros.sie 
and  Ray vi lie,  &c.  An  important  question 
arises  here :  can  the  necessary  forage  be  ob¬ 
tained  from  this  neighbourhood  ?  the  quarter¬ 
master  general  says,  “  it  cannot ;  that  it  must 
be  carted  from  Lowville,  (40  miles  distant,) 
and  transported  hence  by  water.”  These 
fects,  on  your  plan,  menace  our  operations 
against  Kingston  with  a  delay,  w^hich  would 
probably  surround  us  with  all  the  embarrass¬ 
ments  of  a  Canadian  winter,  and  extinguish 
every  hope  of  grasping  the  other,  the  safer  and 
Gie  greater  object  below.  I  call  it  the  safer 
and  greater  object,  because. 

At  Montreal,  you  find  the  weaker  place,  and 
the  smaller  force  to  encounter  :  at  3IontreaI, 
you  meet  a  fresh,  inexhaustcd,  efficient  rein¬ 
forcement  of  four  thousand  men;  at  Montreal, 
yt)u  approach  your  own  resources,  and  esta¬ 
blish  between  you  and  them  an  easy  and  ex¬ 
peditious  intercourse :  at  Montreal,  you  occu¬ 
py  a  point  which  must  be  gained  in  carrying 
your  attacks  home  to  the  purposes  of  the 
war,  and  which  if  seized  noiv,  will  save  one 
campaign  :  at  Montreal,  you  hold  a  position 
which  completely  severs  the  enemy’s  line  of 
operations  ;  which  shuts  up  the  Ottawa  as 
well  as  the  St.  Lawrence  against  him,  and 
which,  while  it  restrains  all  below,  withers  and 
perishes  all  above  itself. 

These,  general,  are  the  thoughts' which  pre¬ 
sent  themselves  on  your  proposition,  and 
which  I  understand  as  abandoning,  for  this 
campaign,  the  proposed  attack  on  Montreal. 
1  am  entirely  disposed  to  listen  to  all  that  can 
be  ^id  on  the  other  side  of  the  question,  but 
at  present,  the  reasons  assigned,  leave  me  no 
doubt  of  the  policy  of  pursuing,  promptly 
and  firmly,!  already  indicated,  smd 

*  A  descent  at  M‘Pherson^s  farm,  two  miles 
and  a  half  below  Kingston. 

t  Forage  for  this  number  was  required  by  the 
genera). 

I  This  refers  to  the  preceding  plan,  approved 
by  the  president  on  the  23d  July,  and  communi¬ 
cated  to  General  WUkinsou  on  the  5th  of  August. 


which,  besides  the  approbation  of  the  presi¬ 
dent,  has  received  the  sanction  of  a  council  of 
war.* 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obe¬ 
dient  servant,  JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Major  General  fFUkinson, 

Head-Quarters t  Socket* s  Harbour t  Oct.  19,1813. 

Dear  Sir — I  was  about  to  embark  for 
Grenadier  Island,  when  1  received  your  letter 
of  this  morning,  which  1  will  endeavour  to  an¬ 
swer  ;  my  very  feeble  condition  and  want  of 
time  for  reflection,  disqualify  me  from  doing 
full  justice  to  my  opinions. 

You  will  recollect  tliat  in  nay  letter  of  the 
6th  of  August,  1  proposed  to  take  Kingston* 
as  preliminary  to  an  attack  on  Montreal ;  yon 
offered  a  different  opinion  in  your  letter  of  the 
8th,  and  on  ray  arrival  here,  1  submitted  the 
alternative  to  a  council  of  war,  which  decid¬ 
ed  in  favor  of  your  plan,  to  leave  Kingston  un¬ 
touched,  and  proceed  directly  against  Mon¬ 
treal  ;  but  ulterior  considerations  and  iq/br- 
Tiiationjf  have  induced  me  to  adhere  to  my 
original  plan. 

Permit  me,  previous  to  the  discussion  of  the 
grounds  of  my  opinion,  to  submit  a  few  iuci- 
dental  remarks. 

It  is  extremely  doubtful  what  may  be  the 
present  force  of  the  enemy  at  Kingston,  and 
very  uncertain  how  much  our  own  force  may 
have  been  diminished  by  disease,  and  the  ca¬ 
sualties  attending  our  movements. 

From  the  retreat  of  Proctor  before  General! 
Harrison,  and  the  information  received  from 
Colonel  Scott,  I  think  it  probable  that  De 
Rottenberg,  with  the  effectives  of  his  divi¬ 
sion,  has  gone  to  reinforce  Proctor,  and  that 
the  troops  which  have  descended  to  Kingston 
consisted  ouly  of  the  sick  of  that  division. 

♦  This  council  consisted  of  Generals  Wilkinson, 
Lewis,  Brow'ii,  and  Swartwout,  and  Cfoininodore 
Chauncey.  The  opinion  was  unanimous. 

Note. — Before  the  secretary  of  war  left 
Sackel’s  Harbour,  and  while  it  was  deemed 
practicable,  and  was  intended  to  carry  our  at¬ 
tacks  against  both  Kingston  and  Montreal,  he 
had  one  or  more  conversations  with  Commodore 
Chauncey,  on  the  generaljsubject  of  naval  co-ope¬ 
ration.  These  had  particular  reference  to  two 
points,  the  place  of  landing  (in  case  Kingston, 
was  the  object  of  attack)  and  the  degree  of  pro^ 
lection  which  the  fleet  could  be  able  to  render  to 
the  debarkation  of  the  army.  The  places  of  de¬ 
scent  indicated  by  tlie  secretary  were  three : 

1st.  M‘Pherson*s  farm,  two  miles  and  a  half 
below  Kingston. 

2d.  The  mouth  of  the  Little  Cataraqui,  four 
or  five  miles  above  Kingston ;  and, 

Sd.  The  mouth  of  the  Gauanoqui  river,  twenty- 
four  miles  below  Kingston. 

The  commodore’s  answer  was  substantially  as 
follows ;  that  be  would  not  take  upon  himself  the 
responsibility  of  covering  the  landing  of  the  ar¬ 
my  at  the  first  of  these  points,  but  that  he  would- 
cover  its  landing  at  either  of  the  other  two, 

t  This  ulterior  information  was  not  jconununi- 
cated  to  the  secretary  of  war. 
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My  idea  of  fMolHng  General  HamptoD  to  ] 
seinforce  us,  was  produced  by  an  alarm  with  i 
respect  to  the  insufficieucy  of  our  force,  which 
I  found  spreading ;  and  the  direction  which  I  ^ 
suggested  was  founded  on  your  own  proposi¬ 
tion*  of  the  13th  instant,  at  which  time  I  un¬ 
derstood  you  to  offer  the  opinion,  that  the 
march  from  Hampton's  encampment  to  Mor- 
risYille  might  be  accomplished  in  six  days, 
and  iuy  opinion  is,  that  by  disembarrassing 
himself  of  his  artillery  and  its  attirail,  per¬ 
haps  he  might  be  able  to  make  the  march  in 
that  time,  or  a  few  days  more. 

My  reasons  for  preferring  the  attack  of 
•Kingston  to  that  of  Montreal,  arc  these : 

By  the  reduction  of  that  place,  we  conquer 
;a  province,  not  only  of  great  importance  to 
the  enemy,  but  a  valuable  acquisition  to  our¬ 
selves  ;  we  capture  or  destroy  four  thousand 
of  his  best  troops ;  we  put  an  end  to  the  In¬ 
dian  war,  and  by  the  destruction  of  his  naval 
force,  establish  our  command  of  the  lake,  and 
permit  a  respectable '  part  of  our  naval  force 
to  be  employed  elsewhere. 

On  the  contrary,  leave  Kingston,  its  garri¬ 
son,  and  the  British  squadron  in  our  re>ar,  and 
proceed  to  Montreal,  none  of  those  important 
objects  will  be  gained.  The  enemy  will  re¬ 
main  in  undisturbed  possession  of  the  pro¬ 
vince,  at  liberty  to  exercise  his  enterprise 
against  this  frontier  at  discretion  ;  for  it  is  a 
feet,  however  opinions  may  vary,  the  re¬ 
sources  of  the  province  are  adequate  to  the 
subsistence  of  his  army.  His  naval  superiority 
on  the  lake  will  be  re-established  by  the  opening 
of  the  spring,  the  Indian  depredations  may  be 
encouraged  and  continued ;  or  should  he  pre¬ 
fer  it,  he  may,  on  the  opening  of  the  cam¬ 
paign,  leaving  sir  Jaip^s  Yeo  triumphant  on 
the  lake,  with  a  suitable  garrison  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  Kii^ston,  descend  the  St.  Lawrence 
with  his  main  force  and  fall  upon  our  rear, 
while  we  shall  be  engaged  in  front,  admitting 
we  succeed  in  establishing  ourselves  at  Mon¬ 
treal. 

Having  passed  Kingston,  the  fortifications 
at  Prescott  may  present  such  an  obstacle  to 
our  further  progress,  as  to  compel  us  to  land 
and  reduce  it  by  force ;  an  operation  which 
may  consume  more  time  than  can  be  spared 
at  this  advanced  season.  I  speak  conjec- 
turally,  but  should  we  surmount  every  obsta¬ 
cle  in  descending  the  river,  we  shall  advance 
upon  Montreal  ignorant  of  the  force  an*ayed 
against  us,  and  in  case  of  misfortune,  having 
no  retreat,  the  army  must  surrender  at  discre¬ 
tion. 

I  will  barely  add,  that  as  the  winter  com¬ 
mences  at  Montreal  by  the  20th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  should  we  be  delayed  on  the  route  by 

*  What  is  here  called  a  propMifion  was  but  a 
question,  whether  the  rrutreh  could  be  performed  in 
tix  days  7  General  W.  answered  in  the  negative, 
and  a^ised  that  Genei’al  Hampton  should  be  or¬ 
dered  to  go  on  to  Cogpawagtt. 


any  untoward  incidents,  <mr  embarrassmenti 
and  perils  will  be  greatly  multiplied. 

I  offer  these  results  of  my  frail  judgment 
with  a  conscientious  regard  to  the  public 
good.  1  am  bigotted  to  no  project,  and 
therefore  am  willing  to  yield  my  own  judg¬ 
ment  to  that  of  others. 

Personal  considerations  would  make  me 
prefer  a  visit  to  Montreal  to  the  attack  of 
Kingston;  but  before  I  abandon  this  attack, 
which  by  my  instructions  1  am  ordered  to 
make,  it  is  rucessary  to  my  justificalian,  that 
you  should  by  the  authority  qf  the  president^ 
direct  the  operations  of  the  army  under  my 
command,  particularly  against  Montreal.^^ 
With  my  earnest  wishes  for  the  successful  fe- 
sue  of  whatever  may  be  undertakes,  1  am, 
dear  sir,  with  much  respect  and  esteem,  truly 
yours,  JAMES  WILKINSON. 

;  The  hon,  John  Armstrongs  secretary  qf  rvar. 

N.  B.  All  the  objections  which  apply  to 
the  landing  below  Kingston  may  be  obviated 
by  landing  alx>ve  it.  My  sole  motive  for  sug¬ 
gesting  the  idea  of  landing  below,  was  to  pre-. 
vent  the  garrison's  escape.  If  there  be  a 
deficiency  of  forage  on  our  part,  it  is  the 
fault  of  the  quartermaster  general,  who  was 
instructed  as  earlv  as  August,  to  lay  in  a  sup¬ 
ply  of  twelve  thousand  labels  for  the  sub¬ 
sistence  of  the  cavalry. 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 
IJnn,  J.  Armstrongs  secretary  of  war,  ‘ 

Endorsement  on  the  preceding  letters  by  the 
secretary  of  war. 

Note.  If  we  look  at  the  plan  of  campaign 
of  the  23d  of  July,  we  find  that  it  proposed 
an  attack  on  Kingston,  and  even  indicated  the 
mode  of  that  attack.  If  we  examine  General 
Wilkinson's  letter  of  tlie  6th  of  August,  we 
find  that  he  provisionally  adopted  that  opi¬ 
nion  ;  and  if  we  refer  to  the  letter  of  the  se¬ 
cretary  of  war  of  the  8th,  so  far  from  express¬ 
ing  a  different  opinions  we  discover  that  it 
instructed  the  general  to  choose  between  a 
direct  and  an  indirect  attack  on  that  post.  It 
was  not-  therefore  any  difference  of  opinion 
lie  tween  the  secretary  and  the  general  that 
was  submitted  to  the  council  of  war,  as  stated 
in  the  preceding  letter,  but  the  mere  aUemon 
I  the  presented  by  the  Instrections  of  the  let¬ 
ter,  the  simple  choice  between  the  two  modes 
of  attack. 

War  Departments  October  2Xts  1813. 

Sir— I  received  your  letter  of  yesterday 
by  Major  Lee.  You  appear  to  have  written 
it  under  an  impressioD,  that  your  instnictions 
of  August  last  make  a  direct  attack  upon 
Kingston  unavoidable.  A  copy  of  these  in¬ 
structions  is  before  me,  and  in  the  last  para¬ 
graph  of  them  we  find  a  summary  of  their 
substance.  It  is  as  follows  :  “  After  this  ex¬ 
position,  it  is  unnecessary  to  add,  that  \n  con¬ 
ducting  the  present  campaign,  you  will  make 
Kingston  your  principal  object,  and  that  you 
will  ekoosCf  as  cfrcuoiFtances  may  indicatci 
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between  a  direct  and  an  indirect  attack  on . 
that  post.”  Both  inodes  of  attack  are  slight¬ 
ly  detailed  in  these  orders,  and  a*  preference 
given  to  the  latter,  but  without  at  all  infring¬ 
ing  your  right  of  choice,  or  in  any  degree  les¬ 
sening  your  responsibility.  Nor  am  I  now  at 
Uberty  to  change  the  ground  of  these  instruc¬ 
tions^  since  the  only  effect  of  this  would  be,  to 
substitute  my  opinion  for  yours.  The  former 
has  not  however  been  withheld  ;  it  has  been 
given  freely  and  fully,  and  is  yet,  unshaken 
by  any  consideration  presented  to  my  mind. 

As  we  are  now  about  to  part,  it  may  be 
proper  that  I  should  subjoin  to  what  1  have 
said  in  favour  of  a  movement  on  Montreal,  a 
short  statement  of  my  objections  to  a  direct 
attack  on  Kingston. 

1st.  If  its  garrison  consists  of/nwr  thou¬ 
sand  of  the  best  troops  of  the  enemy  (as  you 
suggest)  your  attack  will  fail. 

2d.  If  your  attack  fails,  your  retreat  is  im¬ 
practicable. 

3d.  Your  descent  must  necessarily  be  made 
above  or  below  the  town,  on  the  w’ater's 
edge,  and  within  a  short  distance  of  your  ob¬ 
ject.  If  made  below  the  town,  your  fleet  can¬ 
not  cover  it  :*  if  made  above  tlie  town,  it  must 
be  done  in  presence  of  the  enemy,  and  within 
stroke  of  bis  fleet,  and  that  he  will  think  the 
objects  suflicient  to  justify  the  risk  camiot  be 
doubted.  Besides,  an  approach  on  this  side, 
however  successful,  leaves  to  the  enemy  the  I 
means  of  escaping.  I 

4th.  The  experiment  already  made  of  the 
lake  navigation  is  not  encouraging.  Though 
pressed  by  no  enemy  other  than  the  weather, 
the  army  has  not  been  able  to  reach  Grenadier 
Island,  but  in  broken  order,  and  with  consider¬ 
able  loss.  On  your  plan,  they  have  eighteen 
other  miles  to  go  on  the  oi>en  lake,  and  much 
of  this  distance  under  the  eye  of  the  British 
fleet.  Is  it  probable  that  our  scows  will  be 
.  able  to  navigate  this  remaining  distance  (at  a 
season  and  under  circumstances  so  unfavoura¬ 
bly  in  better  order,  or  with  less  loss  ? 

These  are  the  biist  thoughts  I  can  offer,  and 
it  only  remains  to  add  to  them  my  best  wishes 
tor  your  army  and  for  yourself. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  General  Wilkinson, 

Lady  of  the  Ldke^  off  SackeVs  Harbour ^ 
October  24,  1813. 

Sir — I  was  at  Grenadier  Island  the  day  be¬ 
fore  yesterday,  and  found  the  troops  dropping 
in  so  slowly,  that  I  determined  to  return,  hunt 
them  up,  and  quicken  tlieir  movement.  My 
'presence  at  tlie  Harbour  was  also  necessary  to 
have  clothing  selected  to  cover  numbers  of 
our  naked  men. 

1  will  say  nothing  of  the  horrid  condition  in 
which  that  place  was  left.  Colonel  Coles  has 

*  Com.  Cliauncry  declared  he  would  not  take 
the  responsibility  of  covering  the  descent  of  the 
army  if  made  at  M.‘Pherson’s  farm,  below  the 
tcavn* 


arrived  with  upwards  ot  two  hundred 
men,  and  expects  alxiut  eighty  more  to-day* 
Randolph  and  Scott  are  expected  at  Osw®g?* 
nine  hundred  strong.  I  liave  contrived  to 
and  send  oft*  vessels  to  bring  up  six  hundred  ^ 
them  in  season  for  my  movement  from  Gren^ 
dier  Island,  which  will  not  be  delayed  on® 
instant  unnecessarily.  The  people  at  Kings¬ 
ton  appear  to  be  much  affrighted,  firing  their 
alarm  guns  on  the  slightest  appearance.  J. 
N.  has  returned,  and  if  he  may  be  credited, 
De  Rotteiiberg  has  not  arrived,  and  all  the 
force  they  can  spare  is  sent  dow  n  the  river  to 
take  possession  of,  and  fortify  some  critical 
passes.  My  health  continues,  unfortunately, 
bad. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  most  respectfully, 
sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Extracts  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  WUm 

kinson  to  the  secretary  of  war,  dated  Grend^ 

dier  Island,  October  28,  1813. 

“  I  send  you  this  by  an  extra  aid  de  camp. 
Captain  Noiirse,  to  relieve  the  anxiety  to 
wliicli  you  must  be  subjc'ct,  in  the  impending 
eventful  moment.” 

“  The  extent  of  the  injuries  to  our  craft,  thfe 
clothing  and  arms  of  the  men,  and  to  our  pro¬ 
visions  on  the  passage  from  Sacket’s  Harbour 
to  this  place,  greatly  exceeded  our  apprehen¬ 
sions,  and  has  subjected  us  to  the  necessity  of 
furnishing  a  supply  of  clothing,  and  of  making 
repair  and  equipments  to  our  flotilla  general 
ly.  In  fact,  all  our  hopes  have  been  very 
nearly  blasted  ;  but  thanks  to  the  same  provi¬ 
dence  which  placed  us  in  jeopardy,  we  are 
surmounting  our  difficulties,  and  God  willing, 
I  shall  pass  Prescott  on  the  night  of  the  1st  or 
2d  proximo,  if  some  unforeseen  obstacle  does 
not  present  to  forbid  me.  I  shall  expect  to 
Iiear  from  you  at  Morris vi lie  where  Colonel 
Swift  is  to  meet  me,  and  to  guard  against 
chance  shots,  I  wish  wagons  would  be  held  in 
readiness  to  receive  our  powder  and  field  am¬ 
munition;  at  a  suitable  distance  above  Pres¬ 
cott.” 

“  I  keep  np  the  delusion  here  ;  and-  the 
enemy,  about  sixteen  hundred  strong,  exclu¬ 
sive  of  five  hundred  militia,  are  in  daily  ex¬ 
pectation  of  a  visit  at  Kingston,  yet  they  have 
taken  f)ost,  I  understand,  at  Cornwall  and  the 
cotcau  de  Lac.  No  matter  :  once  passed 
Prescott,  and  oiir  bayonets  and  sabres  shall 
remove  all  impediments.” 

“  The  inexorable  winds  and  rains  continue 
to  oppose  and  embarrass  our  movements  ;  but 
1  am  seizing  on  every  moinenPs  interval,  to 
slip  into  the  St.  Lawrence  corps  and  detach¬ 
ments,  as  they  can  be  got  ready.  Our  ren¬ 
dezvous  will  be  in  Bush  Creek,  about  twenty 
miles  below,  and  nearly  opposite  to  Ganano- 
qui,  which  position  menaces  a  descent  on  the 
opposite  shore.  I  shall  sail  from  that  posi¬ 
tion  at  four  o’clock  of  the  morning,  and  will 
pass  Prescott  about  the  same  time  the  ensn« 
ing  morning.” 
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^  We  bate  bad  such  a  fiuctuatioQ  of  sick 
dnd  well  between  this  place  and  Sachet's 
Harbour,  that  it  is  impossible  to  say  in  wbat 
ibree  we  shall  move ;  but  I  calculate  on  6,000 
eoinbatants,  exclusive  of  Scott  and  Randolph, 
neither  of  whom  will,  1  fear,  be  up  in  season, 
notwithstanding  all  my  ari*angemcDts  and  ex¬ 
ertions  to  accelerate  their  inarch  :  they  are 
both  under  provisional  orders  for  Ogdens- 
burg.” 

War  Department,  Denmark, 
October  30,  9  o*cloek,  P.  M. 
Dear  General — 1  this  moment  received 
your  despatch  by  Captain  Nourse.  I  rtyoice 
that  your  dithculties  are  so  far  surmounted  as 
to  enable  you  to  say  with  assurance  when  you 
will  pass  Prescott.  I  should  have  met  you 
there  ;  but  bad  roads,  worse  weather,  and  a 
considerable  degree  of  illness  admonished  me 
Rgaiust  receding  further  from  a  point  where 
iny  eng^ements  call  me  about  the  1st  prox¬ 
imo.  The  resolution  of  treading  back  my 
steps  was  taken  at  Antwerp,  and  communica¬ 
ted  in  a  letter  from  that  place  by  Major  Lush. 
1  wrote  a  single  lino  to  you  to-day,  giving  the 
fortunate  issue  of  Harrison's  business,  and  his 
arrival  at  Fort  George  with  M‘Arthur’s  bri¬ 
gade.  If  Vincent  be  within  the  peninsula, 
llarrisoii  will  root  him  out.  It  remains  with 
you  to  sweep  the  rest  of  the  line  before  you. 
Montreal  taken,  what  are  Prescott  and  King¬ 
ston  ?  Give  Hampton  timely  notice  of  your 
approach,  and  of  the  place  and  hour  of  Junc¬ 
tion. 

Yours  sincerely, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Major  General  Wilkinson.  • 

Extracts  qf  a  letter  from  Major  General 
Wilkinson  to  the  secretary  of  war,  dated 
Grenadier  Island,  Nov.  1,  1813. 

“  You  will  perceive  from  the  duplicate  un¬ 
dercover  (letter  of  the  28th  of  October)  what 
were  my  calculations  four  days  since,  but  the 
winds  and  waves  and  rains  and  snow  still  pre¬ 
vail,  and  we  have  made  several  fniitlefs  at¬ 
tempts  to  turn  Stony  Point,  one  of  them  at 
great  peril  to  three  thousand  men,  whom  I 
seasonably  remanded  to  the  harbour  without 
the  loss  of  a  life.  Our  sick,  one  hundred  and 
ninety-six  in  number,  have  not  fared  as  well  : 
they  were  embarked  in  stout  comfortable 
vessels,  and  sailed  the  day  before  yesterday 
morning  for  Sacket’s  Harbour,  but  they  were 
driven  on  shore  by  a  storm,  which  continued 
with  unremitting  violence  all  night ;  and  as  no 
exertion  could  relieve  them,  I  anticipated  the 
loss  of  the  whole ;  but  the  tempest  having 
abated,  and  the  wind  shifted  from  S.  W.  to 
N.  E.  boats  were  sent  out  yesterday  morning, 
and  Dr.  Bull  .reports  the  loss  of  three  men 
only.  Other  means  of  transport  will  be  pro¬ 
vided  to-morrow,  and  these  unfortunate  men 
will  be  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Sacket's  Har¬ 
bour.” 

“Brigadier  General  Brown  with  his  bri¬ 
gade)  the.  Kght  artillery,  the  riflemen,  the 


volunteers,  the  gnn  boats,  BissePs  regiment, 
and  a  part  of  Macomb's,  are,  I  expect,  safe  at 
French  Creek,  with  the  artillery  and  ordnance 
stores.  These  corps  have  made  the  traverse 
ol*  the  arm  of  the  lake  under  circumstances  of 
great  danger,  though  fortunately  without  the 
loss  of  a  life,  but  at  the  expense  of  some 
boats.” 

“  1  shall  wait  one  day  longer,  and  if  the 
passage  should  still  continue  Impracticable  to 
the  troops,  1  will  land  them  on  the  opposite 
shore,  march  them  across  the  country  to  the 
St.  Lawrence,  and  send  the  empty  boats 
round  to  a  given  rendezvous.” 

“  As  Major  General  Hampton  is  under  your 
orders,  permit  me  to  suggest  to  you  what  ia 
worthy  of  reflection  ;  whether  he  should  take 
a  position  and  wait  the  arrival  ol‘  my  command 
near  the  confluence  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and 
Grand  River,  or  wliether  he  should  move  down 
the  St.  I^awTcnce  and  menace  Chambly  ?  If 
he  is  strong  enough  to  meet  Sir  George,  tbo 
latter  will  be  the  preferable  plan,  because  it 
will  have  the  effect  to  divide  the  enemy’s 
force  ;  otherwise  he  should  adopt  the  first 
idea,  hazard  nothing,'  and  strengthen  my 
hands.” 

“  The  enclased  copy  of  a  memorandum 
from  Colonel  Swift  will  show  you  wbat  he  is 
about,  I  flatter  myself,  to  your  satisfaction. 
The  sole  unpleasant  circumstances  before  me, 
is  our  total  ignorance  ol*  the  preparations  of 
Sir  George,  and  what  we  may  expect  to  meet 
on  the  island.  1  fear  no  consequences ;  but  it 
must  be  painliil  to  lead  more  than  six  thou¬ 
sand  men  to  battle  hoodwinked ;  and  yet  ail 
•oy  efforts  to  pi*ociire  iiUelligence  from  Mon¬ 
treal  have  proved  fruitless.” 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  war  ta 
General  Wilkinson,  dated  War  Deparlmenl, 
Irf  November,  1813. 

“  Prevost  will  perhaps  be  found  between 
the  coteau  de  Lac  and  the  Isle  Perrot.  If 
wise,  he  will  attempt  to  fight  you  before  your 
junction  with  Hampton.  Avoid  this,  leave 
nothing  to  chance  that  you  can  settle  on  your 
own  terms.  A  junction  with  Hampton  enar 
hies  you  to  give  the  law. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Wilkinson  to 
the  secretary  of  war,  dated  Grenadier  Island, 
November  3, 1813,  7  o*cloek,  A.  M. 

“  The  troops  and  squadron  are  at  last  in  the 
river,  excepting  Macomb’s  regiment  witli 
which  I  shall  join  them  by  10  o'clock,  as  the 
weather  is  propitious.  Extreme  illness,  and 
the  arrival  of  Colonel  Randolph  with  230  men, 
kept  me  hei-e  last  evening.  VVe  shall  be  en¬ 
camped  at  French  Creek  to-night;  will  take  to¬ 
morrow  for  final  organization  and  arrangenient 
and  the  next  day  either  pass  or  prepare  to 
take  Prescott ;  by  preference  I  shall  not  dis¬ 
turb  the  place,  because  I  have  not  time  to 
spare.** 

Albany,  t2th  November,  1813. 
Dear  General — My  accounts  from  and  of 
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you  are  of  the  same  date.  Neither  come 
down  lower  than  the  3d  instaut.  These  letlt 
you  with  the  reserve  at  Grenadier  Island. 

General  Hampton  has  made  a  movement  to¬ 
wards  the  St.  Lawrence.  After  feeling  and 
skirmishing  with  the  enemy,  he  retired  again 
to  the  Four  Corners,  until  he  had  notice  of 
your  approach.  I  hastened  to  inform  him  by 
express  (who  would  reach  him  in  48  hours) 
tiiat  you  were  in  motion :  that  on  the  5th  you 
would  pass  or  take  Prescott,  and  that  on  the 
8th  you  would  be  at  Hamilton,  whence  he 
might  expect  to  bear  from  you  ;  that  he  must 
put  himself  again  in  motion,  and  take  a  posi¬ 
tion  which  would  enable  him  to  join  you,  or 
which  should  detain  the  enemy  on  the  south 
side  of  the  river.  If  Prevost,  on  learning  your 
approach,  quits  his  present  position,  and  re-oc- 
cupies  the  north  bank  of  the  St.  Lawrence, 
Hampton  goes  on  and  joins  you.  If  he  re- 
*  mains  on  the  south  bank,  he  abandons  Montre¬ 
al  and  even  the  road  to  his  capital.  In  the 
fullness  of  my  faith  that  you  are  in  Montreal, 
and  that  you  have  both  seen  and  seized  on  all 
the  advantages  that  the  errors  of  an  enemy 
may  have  given  you,  I  am,  &c. 

J.  ARMSTRONG. 
Afqjor  General  WUkimon. 

Exfract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  fFUkin- 

son  to  the  secretary  of'  war,  dated  French 

Mills,  Aov.  I.'),  1813. 

It  is  a  fact,  for  which  I  am  authorized  to 
pledge  myself  on  the  most  confidential  author¬ 
ity,  that  on  the  4th  of  the  present  month  the 
British  garrison  of  Montreal  onnsisted  solely 
of  four  hundred  marines  and  two  hundred  sail¬ 
ors,  which  had  been  sent  up  from  Uuebec. 
What  a  golden,  glorious  opportunity  has  been 
lost  by  the  caprice  of  Major  General  Hamp- 
ton. 

Head  Quarters,  French  Mills,  adjoining  the  pro~ 

vince  of  Lorver  Canada,  November  16/A, 

1813. 

,SiR — I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  journal 
which  accompanies  this  letter,  for  the  parti¬ 
culars  of  the  movement  of  the  corps  under  my 
command  down  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  will 
endeavour  to  exert  my  enfeebled  mind  to  de¬ 
tail  to  you  the  more  striking  and  important 
incidents  which  have  ensued  my  departure 
from  Grenadier  Island,  at  the  foot  of  Lake  On¬ 
tario,  on  the  3d  inst. 

The  corps  of  the  enemy  from  Kingston, 
which  followed  me,  hung  on  my  rear,  and,  in 
concert  with  a  heavy  galley  and  a  few  gun¬ 
boats,  seemed  determined  to  retard  my  pro¬ 
gress.  I  was  strongly  tempted  to  halt,  turn 
about  and  put  an  end  to  his  teazings ;  but, 
alas,  I  was  confined  to  my  bed.  Major  General 
Lewis  was  too  ill  for  any  active  exertion ; 
and  above  all,  I  did  not  dare  sufier  myself  to 
be  diverted  a  single  day  from  the  prosecution 
of  the  views  of  the  government.  I  had  written 
Major  General  Hampton  on  the  6th  instant  by 
his  A<!jiitant  General,  CVilonel  King,  and  had 
ordered  him  to  ibrm  a  junction  with  me  on  the 


St.  Lawrence,  which  I  expected  would  take 
place  on  the  9th  or  10th.  It  would  have  been 
unpardonable  had  1  lost  sight  of  this  object « 
moment,  as  I  deemed  it  of  vital  importance  to 
the  issue  of  the  campaign. 

I’he  enemy  deserve  credit  for  their  zeal  and 
intelligence,  which  the  active  universal  hos* 
tilityofthe  male  inhabitants  of  the  country 
enable  them  to  employ  to  the  greatest  advan¬ 
tage.  Thus,  while  menaced  by  a  respectable 
force  in  rear,  the  coast  was  lined  by  musquet- 
ry  in  front  at  every  critical  pass  of  the  river, 
which  obliged  me  to  march  a  detachment 
and  this  impeded  my  progress. 

On  the  evening  of  the  9th  instant,  the  army 
halted  a  few  miles  from  the  head  of  the  longue 
saut.  In  the  morning  of  the  lOth,  the  enclosed 
order  was  issued.  General  Brown  marched 
agreeably  to  order,  and  about  noon  we  were 
apprized,  by  the  report  of  his  artillery,  that  he 
was  engaged  some  distance  below  us.  At  the 
same  time  the  enemy  were  observed  in  our 
rear,  and  their  galley  aud  gun  boats  approach¬ 
ed  our  fiotilla  and  opened  a  fire  on  us,  which 
obliged  me  to  order  a  battery  of  eighteen 
pounders  to  be  planted,  aud  a  shot  from  it 
compelled  the  vessels  of  the  enemy  to  retire, 
together  with  their  troops,  after  some  firing 
between  the  advanced  parties.  But,  by  this 
time,  in  consequence  of  disembarking  and  re¬ 
embarking  the  heavy  guns,  tlie  day  was  so  far 
spent,  that  our  pilots  did  not  dare  enter  the 
saut  (eight  miles  a  continued  a  rapid)  and  there¬ 
fore  we  fell  down  about  two  miles,  and  came 
to  for  the  night.  Elarly  the  next  morning 
every  thing  was  in  readiness  for  motion  ;  but 
having  received  no  intelligence  from  General 
Brown,  I  was  still  delayed,  as  sound  caution 
prescribed  I  should  learn  the  result  of  his  af¬ 
fair  before  I  committed  the  flotilla  to  the  saut. 
At  half  past  ten  o’clock  A.  M.  an  officer  of 
dragoons  arrived  with  a  letter,  in  which  the 
genei*al  informed  me  he  had  forced  the  enemy, 
and  would  reach  the  foot  of  the  saut  early  in 
the  day.  Orders  were  immediately  given  for 
the  fiotilla  to  sail,  at  which  instant  the  ene¬ 
my’s  gun  boats  appeared,  and  began  to  throw 
shot  among  us.  Information  was  broi^ht  me 
at  the  same  time,  from  Brigadier  Gieneral 
Boyd,  that  the  enemy’s  troops  were  advan¬ 
cing  in  column.  I  immediately  sent  orders  to 
him  t0  attack  them.  This  report  was  soon 
contradicted.  Their  gun  boats  however  con¬ 
tinued  to  watch  us,  and  a  variety  of  reports  of 
their  movements  and  counter  movements  were 
brought  to  me  in  succession,  which  convinced 
me  of  their  determination  to  hazard  an  attack 
when  it  could  be  done  to  the  greatest  advan¬ 
tage,  and  therefore  I  determined  to  anticipate 
them.  Directions  were  accordingly  sent  by 
that  distinguished  officer.  Colonel  Swift,  (if 
the  engineers,  to  Brigadier  General  Boyd  to 
throw  the  detachment  of  his  command,  assign¬ 
ed  to  him  in  the  order  of  the  preceding  day, 
and  composed  of  men  from  his  own,  Coving¬ 
ton’s  and  Swartwout’s  brigades,  in  three  co- 
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iamns,  to  march  upon  the  enemy,  out  flank 
them  if  possible,  and  take  their  artillery.  The 
action  soon  after  commenced  with  the  advan¬ 
ced  body  of*  the  enemy,  and  became  extremely 
sharp  and  s;alling ;  and  with  occasional  pauses, 
was  sustained  with  great  vivacity,  in  open 
space  and  fair  combat,  for  upwards  oftwoaiul 
a  half  hours,  the  adverse  lines  alternately 
yielding  and  advancing.  It  is  impossible  to 
say  with  accuracy  what  was  our  niimbcT  on 
the  field,  because  it  consisted  of  indefinite  de¬ 
tachments  taken  from  the  lK)ats  to  render 
safer  the  passage  of  the  sant.  Brigadier  Gen¬ 
erals  Covington  and  Swartwout  voluntarily 
took  part  in  the  action  at  the  head  of  the  de¬ 
tachments  from  their  respective  brigades,  and 
exhibited  the  same  courage  that  was  display¬ 
ed  by  Brigadier  General  Boyd,  who  happened 
to  be  the  senior  officer  on  the  ground.  Our 
force  engaged  might  liavc  reached  sixteen  or 
Seventeen  hundred  men,  but  cOrtainly  did  not 
exceeil  eighteen  hundred.  That  of  the  enemy 
wxs  estimated  at  from  twelve  hundred  to  two 
thousand,  but  did  not  probably  amount  to 
more  than  fifteen  or  sixteen  hundrcxl,  <*onsist- 
ing,  as  I  am  informed,  of  detachments  from 
the  40th,  84th,  and  101th  regiments  of  the 
line,  with  three  companies  of  the  V^oltigcur 
and  Glenary  corps  and  the  militia  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  who  are  not  included  in  the  estimate. 

It  would  ho  presumptuous  in  me  to  attempt 
to  give  yon  a  detailed  account  of  this  alJair, 
Which  certainly  reflects  high  honour  on  the 
valour  of  the  American  soldier,  as  no  example 
can  be  produced  of  undisciplined  men,  with 
inexperienced  officers,  braving  a  fire  of  two 
hours  and  a  half,  without  quitting  the  field,  or 
yielding  to  their  antagonists.  But,  sir,  the 
inlbrination  I  now  give  you  derived  from  of¬ 
ficers  of  my  confidence,  who  took  active  parts 
in  this  conflict ;  for  though  I  was  enabled  to 
order  the  attack,  it  was  my  hard  fortune  not 
to  be  able  to  lead  the  troops  1  commanded. 
The  disease  with  which  I  was  assailed  on  the 
second  of  September,  on  my  journey  to  Fort 
George,  having,  with  a  few  short  intervals  of 
convalescence,  preyed  on  me  ever  since  ;  and 
at  the  moment  of  lliis  action,  I  was  confined  to 
my  bed,  and  emaciated  almost  to  a  skeleton, 
unable  to  set  my  horse,  or  move  ten  paces 
without  assistance. 

I  must,  however,  be  pardoned  for  trespassing 
on  your  time  a  few  remarks  in  relation  to  the 
affair.  The  objects  of  the  British  and  Ame¬ 
rican  commanders  were  precisely  opposed;  the 
last  being  lK)und  by  the  instnictions  of  his  go¬ 
vernment,  and  the  most  solemn  obligations  of 
duty  to  precipitate  his  descent  on  the  St.  Law¬ 
rence  by  every  practicable  means  ;  because 
tliis  being  ejected,  one  of  the  greatest  diffi¬ 
culties  opposed  to  the  American  army  would 
be  surmounted.  And  the  first,  by  duties  equal¬ 
ly  imperious,  to  retard,  and  if  possible,  pre¬ 
vent  such  descent  :  he  is  to  be  accounted  vic¬ 
torious  who  effected  his  purpose.  The  Bri¬ 
tish  commander  having  failed  to  gain  either  of 
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his  objects,  can  lay  no  claim  to  the  honours  of 
the  day.  The  battle  fluctuated,  and  triumph 
seemed,  at  different  times  inclined  to  tlic  con-  . 
tending  corps.  I'he  front  of  the  enemy  was  at 
first  forced  back  morethan  a  mile,  and  though 
they  never  regained  the  ground  thus  lost,  their 
stand  was  permanent,  and  tiicir  charges  reso¬ 
lute.  Amidst  these  charges,  and  near  the 
close  of  the  contest,  we  lost  a  field  })iece  by 
the  fall  of  the  officer  who  was  serving  it  with 
the  same  coolness  as  if  he  had  been  at  a  pa¬ 
rade  of  review  :  this  was  Lieutenant  Smith  of 
the  light  artillery,  who  In  point  of  merit,  stood 
at  the  head  of  his  graf’e. 

The  enemy  having  halted,  and  our  troops 
being  again  formed  in  battalia,  front  to  front, 
and  the  firing  ceased  on  both  sides,  we.  resum¬ 
ed  our  position  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and 
the  infantry  being  much  fatigucdi  the  whole, 
were  re-einbarked,  and  proceeded  down  the 
river  without  any  further  aunoyance  iVom  the. 
enemy  or  their  gun  boat.s,  while  tho  dragoor.'', 
with  five  pieces  of  liglit  artillery,  luarchtAl 
down  the  Cai^ada  sJjore  without  molestation. 

It  is  duo  to  his  rank,  to  .his  worth  and  ser- 
vires,  that  1  shoii’d  make  particular  mention 
of  Brigadier  General  Govingto!i,  who  receivoil 
a  morial  wound  directly  though  the  body, 
while  animating  his  luen  and  it;ading  them  to 
the  charge.  He  fell  where  he  foug.ht,  at  tlio 
head  of  his  men,  and  survived  but  two  days. 

The  next  morning  the  hot  ilia  pas.‘e(l  though 
the  saiit  and  Joined  liiat  excellent  officer,  Biu- 
gadier  General  Brown,  at  Barnharts,  near 
Cornwall,  where  he  had  been  instructed  to 
take  post  and  wait  my  arrival,  and  where  I 
confidently  expected  to  hear  of  Major  Gene¬ 
ral  Hampton’s  arrival  on  the  opposite  shore. 
But  immediately  after  I  had  halted.  Colonel 
Atkinson,  the  inspector  general  of  the  divi¬ 
sion  under  Major  General  Hampton,  waited  on 
me  with  a  letter  from  that  officer,  in  w  hich,  to 
my  unspeakable  mortification  and  surprise,  he 
declined  the  junction  offered,  and  informed  me 
he  was  marching  towards  l^ike  Champlain,  by 
way  of  co-operating  in  the  proposed  attack 
on  Montreal. 

This  letter,  together  with  a  copy  of  that  to 
which  it  is  an  answer,  were  immediately  suh^ 
milted  to  a  council  of  war,  composed  of  mr 
general  officers,  and  the  colonel  commanding 
the  elite,  the  chief  engineer,  and  the  adjutant 
general,  who  unanimously  gave  it  as  their  opi¬ 
nion,  tliat  “  the  attack  on  Montreal  should  be 
abandoned  for  the  present  season,  and  the  ar¬ 
my  then  near  Cornwall  should  be  immediate¬ 
ly  crossed  to  the  American  shore  for  taking 
up  winter  quarters,  and  that  this  place  afford¬ 
ed  an  eligible  i)Osition  for  such  quarteh?.” 

I  acquiesced  in  these  opinions,  not  from  the 
shortness  of  the  stock  of  provisions  (whicli  had 
been  reduced  by  the  acts  of  God)  'oecausc  that 
of  our  meat  had  been  increased  fire  days,  an*l 
our  bread  had  been  reduced  only  two  days, 
and  because  we  could,  in  case  of  extremity, 
have  lived  on  the  enemy  ;  but  because  the  loss 


290 


THE  EXAMINER. 


oHhe  division  iiinler  Major  Gpiicnil  ILimpton, 
weakened  iriy  forte  too  sensibly  to  justliy  the 
atit'ijipt.  In  all  iny  ineaMin^s  and  movenn'.nts 
ol  inoinent,  I  Ijave  taken  IIk;  opinions  of  niy 
ijt'nrraf  oH’ieors,  which  liavo  been  in  wtord 
v/ith  my  own. 

I  reinaincti  on  the  Canada  sliore  until  the 
next  day,  without  seeiny;  or  hearing;  from  tlio 

powt'rfni  i(;ree”  of  the  enemy  in  (uir  neigli- 
homiiDod,  and  the  same  day  reaehe<rthis  f>osi- 
lion  x\ith  the  artillery  and  iiifanfry.  The 
dnigoons  have  hw'n  ordered  to  I  tica  aiitl  its 
vicinity,  and  I  ex|>cet  arc  lifty  or  sixty  miles 
on  the  inarch. 

\on  have  under  cover  a  summary  abstract 
of  the  killed  and  n'ouinh'd  in  the  affair  ot  the 
l!th  in^t.  which  sliali  stxm  be  followed  by  a 
P'articniar  return,  in  which  a  just  regard  '*111 
i.*e  paid  to  individual  merits.  Tlie  dead  rest 
fn  honour,  and  the  wounded  bled  for  tlicir 
country  and"  deserve  its  c.i'atitiide^ 

\Adth  perfect  respect  I  have  the  honour  to 
be,  sir,  your  obedient  huinhle  'servant, 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 
'Tkt  Ifonovrahle  Jvh.i  J nnslnmg. 

nETURX  OF  THE  KILLED  A.M)  WOrXnEI). 

Killed — 3  subalterns,  7  sergeants,  3  cor]>o- 
!:als,  1  musician,  fJo  privates.  Total  102. 

fyovitded — 1  brigadier  genera!,  1  assistant 
.udjutant  geiu'ral,  1  aid  de  eaiiip,  1  eolmitd, 
i  major,  5  captains,  6  subalterns,  9  sergeants, 
13  corporals,  1  musician — 237. 

Total  killed  and  wounded,  330* 

Xames  of  the  commissirmed  ojffircr*  killed  and 
numnded, 

.  Killed — Lieut.  Williani  W.  h’liiith,  of  tlie 
light  artillery.  ’ 

^  Lieut.  David  Hunter,  of  the  12th  rcgikicnt 
mfantry. 

Lieut.  IMward  Olrostead,  of  the  ICtli  <lo. 

JUoiinded — Hrigadier  Gemjral  Leonard  Co- 
r*ingloii,  mortally,  (since  dead.) 

Major  Tall>ot  Chambers,  Assistant  Adjutant 
General,  slightly. 

.  Major  Dai  by  Noon,  aid  de  camp  to  Briga¬ 
dier  General  Swartwout,  slightly. 

.  Colonel  Janies  P.  Preston,  of  tlie  23<1  regi¬ 
ment  infantry,  severely,  his  right  thigh  frac¬ 
tured. 

Major  William  Cummings,  oth  do.  severely. 
Capt.  f'dmiind  Poster,  9th  do.  slightly. 

David  S.  Townsend,  9tli  do.  severely. 
Taken  prisoner, 

Mordwia  flyers,  13th  do.  severely. 

John  Cainplndl,  13th  do.  slightly. 

John  B.  Murdoch,  2  >th  do.  slightly, 
llieht.  William  S.  Heaton,  11th  do.  severely. 

John  Williams,  13th  do.  slightly. 

John  Lyneli,  14th  do.  severely.  Taken 
prisoner. 

^  Peter  Pelham,  21st  do.  severely.  Ta- 
};cii  prisoner, 

James  D.  Brown,  25th  do.  slightly.  . 

-krcJubalil  C.  Crary,  25th  do.  scv'crely 
.  in  the  skirmisli  the  day  before  the 

aetiDB*, 


Adjutant  (ieturaVs  office^.  Head  Quarter^, 

Mil.  Dii.  yo.  9.  French  Mills,  Nov. 

J.  B.  WALB ACH,  Adj.  Genera). 

N.  B.  Colonel  Preston  commanded  the 
1-1  h  regiment  of  infantry  during  the  action 
and  Major  (’uiuinings.dhi  duty  with  the  ICth 
regirmuit  of  infantrv  in  the  action. 

OENERM.  WILKINSOX’S  JOURNAL. 

Octfdier  21  si.  Btiisteroiis  weather;  Icff 
SackiitVs  Harbour;  at  night  arrived  off'  Grena- 
dicr  Island. 

Ue;oi)f*r  22d.  Called  lor  a  return  of  the 
trwjps  on  tlie  island;  found  a  large  bmly  to 
he  still  in  the  reai'  wrecked  or  stranded;  re¬ 
turned  in  quest  of  them,  and  to  order  from  tlie 
Harbour  a  supply  of  winter  eiothing  and  shoes 
for  the  troops  on  tlie  island,  who  were  nearly 
<lcstitut(^;  ohscrvetl  at  night,  on  our  way  up, 
many  tires  on  difii'rent  jKiints  of  tlie  coast ; 
wind  so  high  could  not  calf  at  them  ;  reachoi! 
the  llarlioiir  at  ini'Inight. 

October  23d.  Onleis  given  for  the  ship¬ 
ment  of  the  clothing;  many  stragglers  picked 
lip  and  eml)ark(*d  for  Grenadier  IshiiKi ;  Col,. 
Coles  arrived  with  two  hundred  men  of  the 
12th  n  giment,  and  saili*d  (‘or  the  same  place  ; 
the  (bowler  equip|»e«l,  manned,  1‘urnished  with 
a  ski[);KW,  and  sent  to  Oswego  for  Colonels 
Kandolpli  am!  Scott  (who  were  ex|K.M  te<l  at 
that  j»Iace)  and  as  many  men  as  she  could  ear¬ 
ly.  We  saikil  tor  Gnuiadier  Island;  arrived 
a1)out  ()  o’clock  at  night  otf  the  isluml;  wea- 
tJierblustf'riiv^,  with  freqiKrnt  rain.  All  this 
time  the  ccmcrTs  illness^  continued  without 
abatement. 

October  2Uii.  Hard  rains  with  heavy  g;Ue?. 
Still  at  anchor  off' the  island. 

Oclohcr  25th.  The  general  landed;  and 
measures  were  iniinediately  taken  to  seize 
every  pause  of  the  prevailing  storms  to  slip 
t’lc  fiotiila  into  tln^  St.  Lawn'iire  by  small 
(letaelimcnts.  In  these  deceitful  iiionicntaiy 
calms  we  found  it  iirqiossible  to  li*averse  iu 
safety  the  arm  of  tiie  lake  to  Gravelly  Point, 
though  distant  only  nine  miles.  In  the  seve* 
lal  attempts  made,  many  boats  driven  ashore, 
;and  inucii  provision  and  clothing  lost.  Frt  neli 
Creek,  nearly  opposite  the  |K>int  where  the 
enemy  exjiected  we  should  land  to  attack 
Kingston,  was  made  the  general  rendezvous  ol 
the  troops*  and  Brigadier  (ieiieral  Brown  or¬ 
dered  on  to  take  the  chief  command.  Tho 
expeditionof  the  Growler  was  so  farsuccesslul, 
that  on  the  31st,  Colonel  I'andolph,  after  a 
perilous  voyage,  rt‘aehed  Grenadier  Island 
w  ith  two  hundred  and  thirty  men  of  the  2t>tli 
regiment,  (/n  the  2d  November,  Commodore 
Chauncey,  by  concert,  entered  tlic  t't.  Law'- 
rence,  fell  down  nearly  to  French  Creek,  and 
channels.  In  the  evening  of  the  1st  Nuvcin- 
Ik'i*  our  vigilant  enemy  having  observed,  even 
amid  the  storms,  our  movement  and  position 
at  French  Creek,  attacked  the  detachment  at 
that  place  under  General  Brown,  about  sun¬ 
set,  with  a  squadron  of  two  brigs  and  two 
jcliooiiers,  xvith  many  boat6  loaded  with  infan- 
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try  for  fan(fiQ^<r,  their  cannonaflo  make 

a  suflieient  impression.  Very  soon  Captain 
McPherson  of  the  light  artillery  erected  a 
battery  of  three  18  |>ounders,  and  returned 
their  lire  with  such  spirit  and  eflect  that  they 
tbll  down  to  a  harlxnir  below,  beyond  its 
range.  i\ext  morning  llie  attack  was  renowe<l 
.ami  repelled,  and  one  of  the  brigs  was  with 
gr(‘at  dilTiciilty  towed  oiT  by  the  squadron, 
wliich  put  into  Kingston  CJiannel,  behind 
Cvrand  Island.  We  lost  two  killed  and  four 
wounded.  The  enemy  were  supposed  to  I'ave 
mfflered  severely,  from  the  evident  disabled 
state  of  their  brig,  and  the  deliberate  aiuf 
well  directed  fire  of  the  gallant  Captain 
Al*Pherson. 

November  3d.  The  rear  of  the  army, 
with  tlie  general  more  and  more  sick,  sailed 
fi)r  the  general  rendezvous,  where  the  chief 
part  arrived  in  the  evening.  The  general  was 
carried  on  shore,  ami  lodged  in  a  tent,  his 
malady  increasing  in  violence. 

November  4th.  This  (liiy  was  ilevoted  to 
final  arrangements  for  the  sailing  of  the  flotilla. 
Weather  moderating. 

November  fith.  Charming  day.  The  flvO 
tilla  got  under  way,  and  wdtJiout  accident  fell 
down  and  landed  early  in  the  night  below 
Morrisville.  Thegeneral  suspectinghe  would 
l>o  followt.l  by  the  enemy,  as  in  the  mornifig 
his  eonrse  had  been  discovcrctl  by  three  of 
their  li)okont  gun  lK)atsand  a  gig,  and  know  ing 
that  two  of  their  ar-i»ed  schooners  coiiidj»H)uar- 
dizc  his  movement,  gave  orders  fur  the  flotilla 
to  pass  Prescott,  then  seven  miles  l>elowhim, 
ill  the  course  of  the  night.  But  some  confusion 
occurred  arising  fnmi  the  novelty  of  the  move¬ 
ment,  and  the  order  was  conntermamied. 

NoveinbtT  6th.  Tliis  morning  ihe  health  of 
-the  general  apjicared  bettor;  lie  ordertnl  the 
flotilla  to  dcvSceml  to  a  jioint  within  three 
miles  of  Prescott;  and  the  day  lieiiig  fine,  got 
into  bis  gig,  and  proceeded  to  reconnoitre  the 
place.  In  the  mean  time,  the  imwdcr  and 
lixml  ammunition  were  debarked  and  placed 
iR  carts,  to  be  transjiorted  by  land,  under 
cover  of  the  niglit,  hevond  the  enemy's  but¬ 
teries.  As  soon  as  tht*  general  returned,  or¬ 
ders  were  issued  for  the  debarkation  of  every 
man  (I'xcept  so  nnaty  as  were  necessary  to 
navigate  the  boats)  who  were  directed  to 
marcii,  under  cover  oft  he  night,  to  save  usch'ss 
e\'jM)siii*e  to  the  enemy’s  cannon,  to  a  bay 
two  miles  liclow'  Prescott;  and  arrangements 
w’cre  made  at  the  same  time  for  the  passage  ol‘ 
the  flotilla  by  that  ])laee,  the  su peri n tendency 
of  which  devolved  on  General  Brown,  the 
general  officer  of  the  day.  About  eight  o'clock 
P.  .M.,  we  liad  so  heavy  a  fog,  that  it  was  lie- 
lieved  wx  could  pass  the  Brilish  fortress  un¬ 
observed,  and  orders  were  accordingly  given 
for  the  army  to  m.arch  and  the  flotilla  to  got 
under  way.  The  general  in  his  gig  proceeded 
ahead,  followed  l»y  his  passage  lioat  and  family; 
Uit  a  sudden  change  of  atiiMisphere  cx|H>sed 
his  passage  to  the  garrison  ,of  the  enemy. 


and  near  fifty  twenty-four  pound  ihot  were 
lireil  at  her  without  eflixt.  while  the  column 
on  land,  dj^^coveivd  by  the  gleam  cf  their 
arms,  were  assailed  with  shot  aikJ  shells  witlir 
oat  injury.  Geiujra!  Brown,  on  hearing  the 
firing,  judiciously  halted  the  flotilla  until  the 
moon  had  set,  when  It  got  in  motion,  but  wa^ 
perceived  by  the  enemy,  who  opened  upon  itv 
and  continued  their  fire  from  front  to  rear  for 
the  space  of  three  lanirs ;  and  yet,  out  of  moru 
than  three  hundriHl  lioats,  not  one  was  touch¬ 
ed,  and  only  one  man  was  killed,  ami  two  were 
woimdcd  ;  and  before  10  m^xt  morning  the 
whole  of  the  flotiJia  (except  two  vesvsels) 
reached  the  place  ♦f  rendezvous.  About  noon 
tins  day  Colonel  King,  Adjutant  General  of 
the  army  of  General  Hampton,  arrived  and 
waited  on  the  ceinmander  in  chief  whom  he. 
iniiirmiMl,  that  he  had  been  to  Sat'ket*:^ 
.Harbour  with  a  despa tcii  from  General  Hamp¬ 
ton  to  the  secivdary  of  war ;  tJiat  he  had  no 
commuiiifation,  written  or  vorlnt!,  from  Gene¬ 
ral  Hampton  to  hi;n,  (the  commander  in  ehief,} 
but  that  not  finding  the  seerotary  of  war  at 
Sseket's  IlarlMiiir,  ho  had  tliuught  pro|H‘r,  on 
his  return,  Co  rail  for  any  coiiiunieation  lie 
(tlcnenil  NVilkinson)  might  have  to  make  Co 
General  Hampton.  Tiie  general  had  inleuiled, 
in  the  conrsfi  of  this  day,  to  send  an  express 
to  Geboral  ITampb.n,  with  an  order  to  him  to 
fi>nn  ajiMictioii  of  liis  division  with  the  eorps 
df^srending  the  St.  I.awrr'nre,  and  avaih'd 
hiiii'^elf  of  the  opiMirtuiiily  presented  by  Colo¬ 
nel  King  to  scini  the  ordiT. 

November  7th.  The  general  having  been 
exposed  to  the  open  air  all  last  night,  in  con¬ 
sequence  found  himself  ili.  In  passing  Pres- 
eolt,  two  of  onr  largest  vessels,  loade<l  with 
provisions,  artillery,  and  .ordaaoce  stores, 
eitlicr  through  cowaribce  or  treachery,  had 
Ixxn  run  into  the  river  near  Ogdeiisbiirg  and 
opjK>site  Prescott.  The  enemy  kept  up  so 
constant  a  cannonade  on  Uieni,  that  we  foiiml 
it  dilfieiilt,  and  lost  half  a  day,  to  get  them 
out.  We  perccived.tJie  iniKtia  in  arms  at 
.lohnson,  directly  opposite  ««,  ruMl  several 
piecesof  field  artillery  in  motion,  rnderstand- 
ing  that  the  coast  below  was  lined  w  ith  |iosts 
of  miiscjnetry  and  artillery  at  every  narrow 
pass  of  tlie  rivw'.  Col.  Macomb  was  detaclMul 
about  one  o'clock  with  the  elite  corps  of 
about  OK)  i^ien,  to  remove  these  oiistruct ions, 
and  the  general  got  under  way  alK>ut  half  pMt 
three  o'clock.  Four  or  five  iiiiks  b<*U>w  we 
entered  the  first  rapids  of  the  river,  and  soon 
after  ])assing  tlicin,  two  pieces  of  light  artille¬ 
ry,  which  ha«i  not  t>een  oliserved  by  Colonel 
Macomb,  opened  a  sharp  fire  upon  the  gene¬ 
ral’s  passage  boat,  but  without  any  further 
eflect  than  cutting  away  some  of  the  rigging. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Eustis,  with  a  part  of  our 
light  gun  barges,  came  within  shot  of  the 
pieces  of  tb^  enemy,  and  a  cannonade  ensued, 
without  injury  on  luthor  side.  In  the  inca^i 
time  major  Forsythe,  who  was  in  the  rear  of 
the  elite  of  Colonel  Macomb,  landed  his  rifle 
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men  afivanced  upon  the  enemy’s  2:un>.  and  had  , 
Ids  lire  drawn  by  a  eouple  ot'vidottes,  [Kisted  j 
in  his  route,  on  which  tlieir  pieces  were  pre-  j 
cipitatcly  carried  oft’.  The  i^eneral  came  to  i 
at  dusk  about  six  miles  below  the  town  of 
Ifamihon,  w’here  he  received  a  report  from 
Colonel  Macomb,  who  had  routed  a  party  at  a 
Idock-house  about  two  miles  below,  and  cap¬ 
tured  an  officer. 

November  ^th.  This  mornins;  the  flotilla  tell 
down  to  a  contraction  of  the  river  at  a  point 
called  the  “White  house,”  were  the  dragoons 
were  assembled  to  be  crossed.  Brip;adier  Gene¬ 
ral  Brown  w'as  ordered  this  morning  to  rcin- 
tbree  (.'olonel  Macomb  with  his  brijrado  and  to 
take  the  command;  and  the  whole  day  and  fol¬ 
lowing  night  were  devoted  to  transporting  the 
cirasoons.  About  noon  this  day  we  received 
advice  that  two  armed  sclioonersand  a  body  of 
the  enemy  in  batteaux,  estimated  at  l,00()or 
l,/>00  men,  bad  descended  tin?  river  IVom  King¬ 
ston  and  landed  at  Prescott ;  that  they  had 
immediately  sent  a  flag  across  the  river  to  Og- 
fiensburg,  and  demanded  the  delivery  of  all 
public  property  there,  under  the  penalty  of 
burninirthe  t'^wn.  Not  long  after,  information 
was  received  that  the  enemy  had  re-emf)arkcd 
at  Prescott  in  t!:eir  batteaux,  ami  were  fol¬ 
lowing  us  w’ith  sev<*n  gun  boats. 

November  9th.  This  morning  very  early  the 
enemy  menaced  our  rear,  and  a  slight  skirmish  | 
took  place  between  our  riflemen  and  a  jiarty  of 
their  militia  and  Indians,  in  which  we  liad  one 
man  killed  apd  the  enemy  were  driven  back. 
The  cavalry,  w'ith  four  pieces  t»f  light  artillery, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  M‘Phcrson, 
were  attached  to  the  command  of  Brigadier 
General  Brown,  and  he  w'as  ordered  to 'march 
to  clear  the  coast  below  us' as  far  as  a  point 
near  the  head  of  the  “  longue  saut.”  The  ra¬ 
pidity  of  the  current  obliged  us  to  halt  the  flo¬ 
tilla  several  hours,  to  enable  General  Brown  to 
make  good  his  march  in  time  to  cover  our 
movement.  During  this  period  the  enemy 
freq»iontly  threatened  our  rear,  but  never  in¬ 
dicated  an  intention  to  make  a  serious  attack. 
About  three  o’clock,  P.  M.  the  flotilla  got  un¬ 
der  way  and  came  to,  about  five  o’clock,  at 
the  yell  w^  house,  haviiipj  floated  near  eleven 
miles  in  two  hours,  where  we  encamped  for 
the  night. 

November  10th.  This  morning  the  follow’- 
ing  order  was  issued  : 

'  “  MORNING  OKNERAT.  ORDERS. 

*‘*Heud  Quarters^  T'Uile^s  Bay^ 
November  10,  1813. 

“General  Brown  will  prosecute  his  march 
with  the  troops  yesterday  under  his  command, 
excepting  two  pieces  of  artillery  and  the  2(1 
dragoons,  who  with  all  the  w'ell  men  of  the 
other  brigjulcs,  except  a  sufficient  number  to 
naviiate  the  boats,  are  to  march  under  the 
orders  of  Brigadier  General  Boyd.  This  pre¬ 
caution  is  enjoined  by  regard  to  the  safety  of 
the  men  in  passing  the  longue  saut;  and  as  this 
rapid  is  long  and  dangerous,  the  General  ear¬ 


nestly  requests  the  commanding  officers  of 
regiments  and  corps  to  examine  the  boats  and- 
see  them  properly  fitted,  in  order  to  avoid 
accidents  as  much  as  possible.  Brigadier  Ge-  v 
neral  Boyd  will  take  the  necessary  precau^ 
lion  to  prevent  the  enemy  w’ho  hangs  on  our 
rear  from  making  an  advantageous  attack,  and 
if  attacked  is  to  turn  alwut  and  beat  th^in. 
The  boats  are  to  resume  the  station  assigned 
them  in  the  original  order  respecting  the  llo-  • 
tilla,  and  for  this  the  commanding  ofticers  of 
regiments  and  brigades  will  be  resjwnsible. 
The  movement  of  yesterday  was  a  reproach  to 
the  service.  The  flotilla  will  come  to  to-day 
at  Barnharts,  near  Crab  Island,  and  two  guns 
from  the  front  w  ill  be  the  signal  for  landing. 
In  case  of  an  attack  in  force  beyond  all  expect¬ 
ation,  the  corps  under  Brigadier  Generals  Boyd 
I  and  Brown  arc;  to  co-operate  with  each 
I  other  promptly  and  with  decision.  The  geiic- 
j  ral  officer  of  the  day  will  strictly  attend  and 
I  see  that  the  flotilla  prt  off  and  moves  in  the 
prescribed  order,  nod  will  arrest  any  officer 
who  presumes  to  deviate  therefrom.” 

Brigadier  General  Brown  marched,  and 
about  noon  wms  engaged  by  a  party  of  the 
j  enemy  near  a  block-house  on  the  saut,  erect¬ 
ed  to  harra^s  our  flotilla  in  its  descent.  About 
the  same  time  the  enemy  were  observed  to 
be  advancing  on  our  rear,  and  their  galley  and 
gun  iKiats  liove  in  sight,  approached  our  flotil¬ 
la  then  at  shore  and  began  to  cannonade  it. — 
The  slender  structure  of  our  gun  barges  made 
it  impossible  for  them  to  resist  the  long  twen¬ 
ty-four  pounder  of  the  enemy’s  galley;  this 
obliged  the  general  to  order  two  eighteen 
pounders  to  be  run  on  shore  and  formed  in  bat¬ 
tery,  a  single  shot  from  wdiich  gave  such  an 
alarm  to  the  enemy’s  vessels  that  they  retired 
up  the  river  accompanied  by  their  troops. 
But  these  slight  operations  so  far  wasted  the 
day  that  our  pilots  were  afraid  to  enter  the 
saut  (a  continued  rapid  of  eighteen  miles)  with 
the  flotilla;  w'e  therefore  fell  down  within  two 
or  three  miles  of  the  head  of  it  a.n(l  c<ime  tri 
for  the  night.  By  this  time  the  general  had 
become  so  extremely  ill  as  to  be  unable  to  set 
up,  and  was  confined  to  bis  bed  in  a  ^mall  birth 
under  the  quarter  deck  of  his  passage  l)oat. 

November  11th.  Having  heard  the  firing 
of  the  cannon  yesterday  between  General 
Browm  and  the  enemy,  being  still  unapprised 
of  the  result,  it  became  necessary  that  vre 
should  hear  from  him  before  wc  committed 
ourselves  to  the  saut,  which  allows  ho  retreat, 
no  landing,  no  turning  to  the  right  or  left  but 
where  the  impetuosity  of  the  current  impels. 
About  10  or  11  o’clock  A.  M.  the  commander 
in  chief  received  advice  from  Geo.  Browm  that 
he  had  forced  the  enemy  to  retire  before  liim, 
and  bad  arrived  near  the  f(K)t  of  the  “saut.” 
Orders  were  immediately  given  for  the  flotilla 
to  prepare  to  sail,  and  for  Gen.  Boyd  and  his 
command  to  commence  their  march,  wh(;n 
some  firing  took  place  from  the  gun  boats,  and^ 
a  report  was  brought  to  the  coramauder  in  chief 
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that  the  enemy  was  advancing  in  column  ;  on  our  officers, would  be  useless  to  enter  into 
this  he  ordered  Gen.  Boyd  to  attack,  them,  and  details,  sin^;  they  all  manifested  in  their  re- 
the  flotilla  was  directed  not  to  leave  the  shore.  sjU'ctive  stafons  equal  intrepidity.  The  names 
But  the  report  wiis  soon  after  contradicted,  of  the  ineritkious  dead  and  wounded  will  be 
A  variety  of  reports  respecting  their  move-  recorded  in  ;ttother  place.  The  firing  ceased 
ments  were,  after  this,  successively  brought  to  by  common  cbiiscnt  about  4  o'clock  P.  M.  our 
the  general,  which  impressed  him  with  the  troops  were  iVnied  in  l^attalia  in  front  of  the 
conviction  that  the  enemy  had  determined  to  enemy,  who  tere  also  in  line,  aad  tlit^y'sepa- 
attack  his  rear  as  soon  as  the  flotilla  should  put  rated,  the  eiu  uy  to  tlieir  camp  and  we  to  ortr 
off  and  the  troops  commence  their  march  ;  he  boats.  The  t^ps  being  much  exliaustcd,  it 
resolved  to  anticipate  them.  He  therefore  was  considered  most  con\^ment  that  they 
sent  Col.  Swift  of  the  engineers  with  instnic-  should  embark,  pid  that  the  dragoons  with  Ihc 
tions  to  Brig.  Gen.  Boyd,  who  had  been  di-  artillery  should  proceed  by  land.  The  cm- 
rected  by  the  order  of  the  preceding  day  to  barkation  tookpkee  wiUiout  the  smallest  ino- 
take  the  command  of  the  detachment  on  shore,  lestation  from  thoeneniy,  and  tlie  flotilla  made 
to  form  that  detachment  into  three  columns,  a  harlMwir  near  thohead  of  the  saut,  on  the  op¬ 
to  advance  upon  the  enemy,  to  endeavour  to  jjosite  shore.  Tht^  iow’s  of  the  American  and 
outflank  them,  and  to  take  their  artillery.  British  cominanderwcre  on  this  occasion  pre- 
Soon  after  this  the  action  commenced,  and  for  cisely  opposed.  'Fb'  first  being  bound  by  tho 
the  iiiiinbors  engaged  was  extremely  w'arm  and  instnictions  of  his  government,  aad  the  most 
bloody  for  upwards  of  two  hours,  during  which  solemn  obligations  of  duty  to  precipitate  his 
time,  in  open  space  and  fair  combat,  the  raw  descent  of  the  St.  Iia\vt<;:ice  by  every  practi- 
umlisciplined  troops  ot  the  United  States  bra-  cable  means,  and  the  l.\st  by  duties  equally 
v(‘d  and  frequently  drove  the  best  troops  of  the  imperious  lo  retard,  aiuiif  possible  to  prevent 
British  army.  Descriptions  of  battles  have  be-  such  descent.  If  then  f.e  found  himself  vic- 
conie  too  subserv  ient  to  the  gratification  of  torious  on  this  day,  it  was  certainly  in  his 
personal  vanity  and  the  acquisition  of  [vopnlar  |)ower  to  have  effected  the  ojie  or  tlic  other  ob- 
applause :  yet  every  man  who  has  taken  part  jeet;  and  as  he  made  no  attempt  to  effect 
in  a  great  action  must  know  tliat  there  is.iio-  either,  it  follows  incontestibl;  that  he  had  no 
thingjmore  difficult  tluvn  to  do  justice  to  the  me-  fair  ground  on  which  to  claim  i  victory, 
rit?.  of  a  battle  in  all  its  parts,  where  it  is  hard  November  12th.  The  flotilla  sailed  early  thii 
to  fiiul  two  officers,  unless  fighting  side  by  side,  morning,  and  passed  down  the  saut  without 
who  agree  in  opinion  .as  to  the  ^vropriety  of  discovering  either  the  boats  or  troop.s  of  th«^ 
measures  anil  the  conduct  of  men.  The  for-  enemy,  and  arrived,  in  the  coui-soof  tiie  fore¬ 
times  of  this  day  were  various  ;  sometimes  one  noon,  at  Barnharts,  where  the  commanding 
line,  sometimes  the  other,  giving  wa).  IJn-  «reneral  received  a  letter  from  Major  General 
fortunately,  during  the  shiftings  of  the  aetion,  Hampton,  by  the  hands  of  Colonel  Atkinson, 
by  the  death  of  Lieutenant  Smith,  a  young  of-  his  inspector  general,  wliich  blasted  all  bis 
ficer  of  the  highest  promise,  the  enemy  got  hopes  and  destroyed  every  prospect  of  the 
}X)Ssession  of  a  field  piece,  the  only  trophy  campaign.  A  council  of  war  w;is  called  upon 
they  obtained.  It  is  diffTcnlt  to  speak  of  the  the  receipt  of  this  communication,  which  was 
precise  numbers  engaged  on  either  side,  be-  submitted  to  their  consideratiou,  whereupon 
cause  the  detachment  under  Gen.  Boyd  eon-  the  council  determined  that  the  conduct  of 
sisted  of  an  ndcfiuite  inumber  of  his  owm,  Co-  Major  Genei*al  Hampton,  in  refusing  to  join  his 
vington’s  and  SwartWout’s  brigades,  ordered  division  to  the  troops  descending  the  St: 
from  on  lioard  the  boats  to  lighten  them,  and  LawTenee,  to  carry  an  attack  against  Mon- 
savti  the  hazard  of  the  men’s  lives  in  descend-  treal,  rendered  it  cx[>cdient  to  leave  the  lefc 
ing  the  saut.  Neither  Covington  nor  Swart-  bank  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  to  remove  the 
wont  w'cre  obliged  to  have  taken  part  in  the  troops  to  French  Mills,  on  Salmon  River,  and 
action,  with  this  detachment ;  yet  they  both  on  the  13th  of  November  this  recomuienda- 


entered  the  field,  taking  command  of  that  part  tion  was  accordingly  carried  into  effect;  ain- 
of  it  which  belonged  to  their  respective  hri-  pie  time  having  been  given  to  the  enemy  to 
gades,  where  they  exhibited  the  same  courage-  liave  tried  a  second  action,  if  they  had  dai’ed 
ous  condiict  which  distinguished  Gen.  Boyd  on  to  run  the  hazard, 
the  field  ;  and  to  the  great  loss  of  the  vservice  Extract  nf  a  letter  from  Major  General 
Brigadier  Genera!  Covington  received  a  mor-  son  to  the  secretary  of  n'ar,  dated  French 
tal  wouiul  when  encouraging  and  loading  on  MUls^  November  17,  1313. 
his  detachment.  The  numbers  engaged  on  “  After  what  has  passed  between  us,  you 
our  side  could  not  have  exceeded  Ifi  or  17()0  can  perhaps  conceive  my  amazement  and  cha- 
inen,  while  those  of  the  enemy  are  rei^koned,  grin  at  tho  conduct  of  Major  General  Hampton, 
by  spectators,  at  from  1  to  2(KM) ;  but  *tis  prob-  The  game  was  in  view,  and,  had  he  per- 
able  did  not  excetul  l.'KK),  consisting,  as  we  are  formed  the  junction  directed,  would  Iiavc  been 
informed,  of  detachments  ofthe  lOtli,  84th,  ours  in  eight  or  ten  days.  But  he  chose  to 
and  1()4th,  the  Voltigeurs,  and  Glengarian  re-  recede,  in  order  to  co-opei‘ate,  and  iny  dawi>- 
giment.  ing  hopes,  and  the  hopes  and  honotir  of  tha 

With  respect  to  the  courage  displayed  by  army  were  bi:isted.” 
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JSitractJ'romth^-frf^rr.rclr.r^frrfGcneralff  il^  rompf'llr^l  tr»  ^nhj'niTon  kit)  ertkor 

khison^  f)f  Aorrmher  U.  things  csstfitkilly  necessary  to  preserve  tbc 

“  The  troops  are  to  rtnt>Hrk  \<tho\it  loss  of  body  in  health.  We  forbore  ooinplaint,  en 
time;  yet  are  iK>t  to  be  Imrrhw^Ji  h’Hvipjj;  the  dured  every  privation,  [Mesuniin^  the  eom- 
Caiiaclian  shore,  from  whence  tie  com nrinder  niaiidiii^  o(be<‘r  had  sntrwient  reasons  for  his 
In  chief  is  compelle<l  to  retire  ly  the  extraor-  eontluet,  and  cojieUidin^c  it  was  pro  bono  piib- 
dinary,  unexampled, aiid  it  ap{ms  unwarran-  lico.  'I  he  scene  has  past  and  time  sutficieiit 
table  conduct  of  ?iIajor  Genenl  Hampton,  in  liax  elapsed  to  liavo  discovered  those  reasons, 
refusing;  to*  join  this  anny  wlh  a  division  of  had  they  existed  :  none  have  been  fotiud  ;  on 
4,000  men  under  bis  command,  agreeably  to  tlie  contrary,  cireiimstances  hare  <leiiM>nstra- 
pa'-itiye. orders  from  tlie  cofTniander  hi  chief,  ted  that  it  vv.xs  a  useless  and •iiiwieo cssary  st¬ 
and  as  he  has  been  asjuircdby  the  secretary  crifice  of  l?oth  public  and  private  projicrty. 
of  war,  of  explicit  mstructbns  from  tli/e  war  The  army  remained  at  Chalaiigay  twciily  six 
department,  days,  and  on  the  2Ist  OclohcT  commrnecd  an 

**  Tims  deprived  of  a  Urge  portion  of  his  excursion  into  the  enemy's  c^otintry.  The  firsf 
^promistHl  force,  the  coiniiander  in  chief  feeis  hrigatle  lollowed  the  course:  of  the  Chataiigay 
himself  Imund  by  a  sene  of  regard  to  tliis  itiver  to  S^w'ars,  the  distance  of  Id  miles  aiul 
iheritorious  corps,  and  ft* sacred  duty  to  the  upwards',  ami  tlo're  met  the  second  brigade, 

wliieli  Ijad  taken  a  nearer  ami  more  convening, 
route,  'liie  march  wusVitv  fatiguing,  t'<|iial- 
led  only  by  another  that  wnm  foIlow«‘d.  t're- 
<iit  is  due  to  both  the  officers  and  soldiers 
liir  their  orderly  conduct,  patience,  and  per¬ 
severance,  in  surmounting  the  iucre<]ihle  eh- 
stacles  the  enemy  tiirew  in  their  way.  (In 
the  2,'5th  a  dillicnlt  and  very  fatiguing  expedi¬ 
tion  was  planned,  and  the  execution  of  it  as- 
signml  to  the  first  hrigmie,  which  had 
for  some  time  previous,  and  still  reiiuiiiied  un¬ 
der  my  command.  The  design  was  to  cut  off 
the  retreat  of  a  body  of  the  enemy,  supposed 
to  be  encamped  on  the  banks  of  thf'Chataugay, 
six  miles  distance.  With  this  intentimi  the 
first  brigade  was  ordered  to  cross  the  river  at 
night,  inaivh  silently  down  and  reeross  at  a  ford 
two  miles  Ixdow  the  enemy  and  attack  them 
in  rear,  giving  a  preconcerted  .signal,  while  the 
s(‘«*ond  brigade  moved  down  the  road  in  front. 
We  commenced  the  march  at  snndovvji,  and 
by  sunrise  the  next  morning  bad  gained  only 
six  miles.  Here  vve  were  discovered  by  the 
enemy  and  fired  on  from  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river.  During  that  night  we  were  re fieat- 
edly  misled  by  the  guides  w  ho  knew’  nothing 
of  the  country,  having  never  been  tlrat  way, 
ami  at  the  time  we  were  attacked,  tiiey  had 
led  us  into  a  thick  cedar  growth  or  swamp  on 
the  hanks  wf  the  river  and  immediately  of>- 
tance  of  four  milns,  where  we  landed,  and  im-  posite  the  enemy’s  position,  and  knew  not 
mediately  marclied  to  Odh'tnwu.  The  light  how  to  extricate  us.  incredihle  as  it  may  ap*; 
corps,  who  preceded  the  other  troons  some  fiear.  General  Hampton  entrusted  nearly  one 
hours,  surprised  and  defeated  a  guard  of  the  half  of  his  army,  and  Uiose  his  hivst  troops,  to 
enemy  at  that  place.  W**  remained  at  Od!e-  the  guidance  of  men.  each  of  whom  repeated- 
town  iintjl  the  middle  of  the  next  day,  during  ly  assured  him  that  they  were  not  acquainted 
which  lime  a  want  of  system  in  the  manage-  with  the  country,  and  were  not  competent  to 
ment  of  the  army  w’as  readily  discovered  by  direct  such  an  expedition.  At  the  same  time 
every  military  man,  that  led  to  afiprehensions  General  Hampton  told  me  he  had  a  man  by 
for  the  safety  of  the  troops,  should  the  enemy  the  name  of  Smith,  who  had  a  perfect  kiiow- 
oppose  with  any  considerable  force.  The  ledge  of  the  country,  and  whom  he  promis«‘d 
army  returned  to  Champlain  the  21st,  the  22d  to  send  me,  but  which  he  neglected  to  do. 
to  Chazy,  and  the  day  lollowing  commenced  The  defeat  of  the  expedition  w'as  the  conse- 
thc  route  to  Ghataugay.  The  whole  of  this  qiienee  of  this  neglect  of  the  major  general, 
march,  a  distance  of  more  than  seventy  miles,  Aliout  tw’o  o’clock,  while  receiving  ati  order 
w’as  very  disagreeable:  the  olHcers  were  not  from  Colonel  King,  acQutant  general,  njMUi  the 
permitted  to  take  with  them  the  necessaries,  opposite  side  of  the  river,  to  inarch  back  four 
much  less  the  convcu'cnccs  (d*life,  ;ind  were  miles  and  tlico  lord  the  river  and  join  tiic 


United  States  to  Sparc  tie  livesot  brave  men, 
and  net  to  hazard  th#  eliaracter  or  interest 
of  the  nation,  by  an  unequal  conflict.  He 
with  liviily  regret  an*  the  deepest  mortifica¬ 
tion,  suspends  tlie  attack  on  Montreal.  I»ut 
tie  assures  the  armytliat  it  is  not  abau.loncd.” 

Colnv.f1  Pvrthf's  rfpnrt  fn  Major  Caifral  fflG 

Jcinsnr.  of  the.  i^'iinn  ChrJav^y^  tran^~ 

rnllfeil  l.y  Ihe  J^rnerul  in  tUf  secretary  of  n'ar^ 

I  arrived  at  rumberhind-head  September 
tCth,‘  1013,  aid  on  tlie  10th  took  command-of 
the  1th  regineiit  of  infantry,  stationed  at  that 
place.  Thr  army,  consisting  of  alioiit  four 
thousand  men,  was  composed  principally  of 
rcrniits  vrho  had  bf^en  but  a  short  time  in 
service,  mid  had  not  l)een  exercised  with  that 
rigid  discipline  so  essentially  necessary  to  con¬ 
stitute  thf?  soldier.  They  bad,  indeed,  been 
taught  vanous  evolutions,  but  a  spirit  of  snbor- 
dinaMon  was  foreign  to  tlieir  views.  On  the 
10th,  orders  were  issued  for  the  whole  army, 
except  a  squadron  of  horse  and  the  artillery, 
to  embark  in  batteanx.  The  army  got  under 
way,  preceded  by  the  light  corps,  and  flanked 
on  the  right  by  the  navy,  and  arrived  at  Cha¬ 
zy  at  12  o’clfick  at  night,  lay  on  their  arms, 
embarked  again  soon  after  sunrise  the  next 
morning,  proceeded  down  the  l,ake  as  fUr  as 
Champlain,  and  up  Chamnlain  river  the  dis- 
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Uio  cnrjnv  luadc  a  fiirioas  aUark  on 
tho  cohfiiin  liy  a  *;rcaJt  <li‘^c!tar;;o  of  luuskotFy, 
acooiupanicd  by  lire  yells  of  tiic  savas;<‘s.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  th(?  word  “  retr€*at,”  was  licaiti, 
which,  for  a  short  time  spwad  eoiifusion  »- 
nioii^  the  Kcvi'ral  corp*.  A  Miilk'icnt  number, 
how<;vcr,  reinaiii.led  linn,  and  the  eiM*my  w  jk 
soon  c:>iu{)elled  to  retire.  Toward"’  siiiwiowu 
f  sent  Genci-al  Hampton  a  re(|ucsi  (hat  a  rep- 
inciit  iiii^ht  be  ordere<l  do’.vn  to  cov(,*r  my  laiid- 
iiri  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  ri.cr;  but 
judije  my  surprise,  on  recciviiij^  inteHi!j;encc 
that  lie  had  retreated  with  the  second  brigade 
nearly  threo  iniies.  Thus  was  1  deserted 
without  the  sniallesl  giiani  to  cover  my  laiu^ 
mg.  To  what  cause  shall  it  be  attributei, 
that  the  general  ordered  a  n^treat,  and  tl<U 
too  at  the  inoinent  w  hen  the  presenee  (»f  be 
second  brigadtt  was  recpiired,  (n*  could  be  ise- 
fiil,  us  soon  afterwards  lic  dwlared  “  he  slnuld 
be  wifliiig  toeoni{K>und  with  ih«‘  first  br'catic 
liir  .'5IM)  men.”  The  woundcil  had  previ>u^!y 
been  conveyed  across  on  rafts,  which  nade  a 
removal  of  niv  brigade  to  that  side  absolutely 
iieeessary  for  tlu'ir  tuotretion.  An  dteinid 
was  aceonliii^ly  made,  and  a  lloating  bridge 
soon  r()nstniet(‘d  of  old  lo^^s  fiumd  on  be  mar¬ 
gin  of  the  river,  'i'lie  enemy  drscova'ing  our 
ciis|M»sition,  eonnneneed  a  bring  Iron  the  op¬ 
posite  side,  and  killed  several  whikerewsing. 
Major  Snelling,  with  about  a  hiindrol  men  cT- 
h-eted  a  landing,  and  joil^ed  the  iiaiii  l)ody. 
The  remainder  of  inv  Ibret?,  exhansed  bv  the 
excessive  exertions  of  the  preecfing  night, 
and  weary  with  the  fatigues  of  tic  day,  nf)t 
having  had  a  moment  either  for  rest  or  ix'- 
froshinent,  were  compelled  to  endiretlie  pri¬ 
vation  of  sleep  anotlnu’  niglit.  We  retired 
two  or  three  miles  and  took  a  ^>osition.  At 
almut  12  o’clock  the  enemy  canii  up  and  made 
an  attack  ujx)n  ns,  but  were  soon  routed. 
7’be  men  at  this  time  were  fo;med  and  lying 
on  tb<‘  ground  they  were  to  ojeupy  in  case  of 
an  attack,  and  were  ordtTcd  to  and  did  imme¬ 
diately  rise,  seize-  their  arms,  and  remain  un¬ 
der  them  the  residue  of  the  night.  An  exciX"- 
sively  heavy  rain  prevented  the  firing  both  of 
the  enemy  and  ourselves,  except  occasionally 
a  single  gun  from  the  former.  Our  troops  were 
oi  dered  not  to  fire,  but  in  case  of  a  repetition 
of  attack  to  charge  bayonets ;  this  was  accord¬ 
ingly  done.  The  enemy  charged  several 
times,  and  as  often  w'ere  put  to  flight.  It  is 
observable  in  this  place,  that  so  greatly  were 
the  men  overpowered  by  fatigue,  thoi^h  in  a 
situation  every  way  dangerous,  and  in  wiiicli 
they  had  every  reason  to  believe  they  should 
be  sallied  upon  by  the  enemy  every  aioment, 
many  were  unable  to  conquer  their  disposi¬ 
tion  to  sleep,  and  it  was  not  in  tlic  power  of' 
the  officers  to  keep  tliem  awake.  It  was  on 
tlie  morning  of  this  last  attack,  that  the  gene¬ 
ral  expressed  bis  apprehensions  foi  the  first 
brigade,  and  made  tlie  declaration  aliove  quo¬ 
ted.  The  next  morning  we  crosse4  the  river 
aird  joined  general  JiainpUm ;  on  the  2flth  the 
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arm'  retreated  four  iniies,  arul  on  the  3  Hll 
aihl31st  iniirelied  back  to  C’hataugay.  The 
trewps  at  the  limes  of  the  attack  >vere  not  iu 
a  stuation  to  eiuhire  further  fatigue  ;  and  it 
is  «  indubitable  fact,  tliat  miuiy  of  them  were 
sodebilitated  they  were  uual>le  to  piwreed 
vvth  the  brigade  on  its  march  flrom'tlie  place 
o  its  last  attack,  and  acrtually  did  not  reach 
tie  main  l^ty  until  the  day  after  the  brigade 
lad  jointul  it,  and  some  not  even  until  the 
Army  Iiad  reached  the  Four  Corners  of  Cha- 
taugay. 

Never  to  my  knowledge,  during  our  roarcli 
into  Canada,  and  while  wo  ixmiaiued  at  tim 
Four  CorneiN,  a  term  of  t%venty-six  days,  did  • 
General  Hampton  ever  send  off  a  scouting  or 
reconnoitering  party,  (except  in  one  or  two 
cases  at  8pc*ar’s  irr  ('anada,  w  hen  he  detached 
a  few  dragoons  for  this  duty,)  nor  did  he  from 
the  time  we  eominenciMl  imr  march  from  Cum- 
btirhand  head  to  our  arrival  at  I'lattsburg,  ever 
orrler  a  front,  flank,  or  rear  guard  to  be  kept 
up,  tlituigh  a  great  part  of  tiie  time  we  w'crix 
in  situations  wdiich  c*vidently  re<|U!rcd  it^ 
True  it  is,  tlicse  gu:irdsvrerc  oiTJisionaliy  sent 
out,  not,  however,  by  his  order,  but  by  Um 
orders  of  the  oiTicers  coinmamlinc  brigades. 

By  a  general  order,  dattnl  Ch?ttangay,  No- 
vemb^T  o,  the  geiK*ral  says  bo  has  paid  the 
first  attention  to  the  sick,  and  lias  granted 
them  iudulgeficies  w^hich  created  murrauriBg^ 
on  the  part  of  some  offici‘i*s  at  tlieir  posts* 
It  is  only  ni'ee<?sary  hcio  to  observe,  thatevery 
officer  of  tlie  army  can  testify  tliat  the  sick 
were  very  much  ireglectwl  as  far  as  regards^ 
comfortable  quarters  and  transportation,  and 
that  they  wi^re  strewed  along  tlic  roads 
through  which  ^ve  marched  without  care  or 
i  attendance  ;  and  it  is  presumable  that  many 
have  died  in  cousetpience  of  this,  w'ho  might 
have  been  saved  to  themselves  if  not  to  the 
service.  The  general,  indeed,  at  the  tiioi? 
this  order  was  issued,  wliich  was  after  our  re¬ 
turn  to  the  Four  Comers,  did  order  transpor¬ 
tation  tor  tho  sick  to  Burlington,  but  this  is 
the  only  instance  to  my  know  ledge. 

The  eoininissary’s  department  is  ivorthy  of 
notice.  .My  f*rd(T  for  provLsioa  was  not  suffi¬ 
cient  ;  nor  could  I  obtain  anv  but  bv  soecial 
ficense  of  General  Hampton.  The  commissa¬ 
ry  of  issues  lias  been  i*o!Lstantly  in  the  habit  of 
selling  the  livers,  ol*  tlu?  beeves  to  the 
oftkx'i’s ;  and  though  1  represented  this  to  Ge¬ 
neral  Hampton  as  unusual  ami  improper,  he 
retused  to  take  any  other  notice  of  it  than 
saying.  “  the  commissary  is  accountable  for 
ai'i  i)arts  of  tlie  beef,  even  to  a  pound  or  ounce 
of  tallow  nor  did  he-  take  any  notice  of  an¬ 
other  piece  of  iniscomlnct  of  ti»e  commissa¬ 
ry,  that  of  acting  in  the  capacity  of  suticiv 
but  sanctioned  it  by  piircluLsingof  him. 

The  common  j>ractices  with  Genera!  ilamp- 
ton,  of  arresting  officers  and  releasing  thrui 
without  their  <;cnsent  ;  of  rcieasing  arrciit,  d 
oflice.rs  witiioiit  the  knovvh'dge  or  eor.ieni  of 
!  the  ollitaTs  by  whoin  t're*  w:iic  :  f  vb*? 
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Cilse  of  lieutonnnt  Mrrrf'i,  o!’  tl/c  33(1  ro^in^nt, 
who  was  iirrestod  by  me  on  tlic  charge  of  0\v- 
artiice  and  misconduct  before  the  enemy  on 
the  2()th  October,  1813,  the  time  of  the  sl|r- 
inish  with  the  enemy  at  Onnstown,  or  Cti- 
taugay  river,  being  aji  iii'^ta nee  ;)  of  refusing 
to  arrest  officers  whom  I  rci>ortC(i  to  him  js 
having  deserted  their  posts  in  time  of  action^ 
of  daily  issuing  orders  and  countermanding 
them  ;  and  of  inU  rfering  in  an  improper  mafi' 
fter  with  the  sidMwdiuate  cominaiuls  of  tluv 
army,  ;is  a  reference  to  the  orders  i'isued  l)y 
him  will  show,  mark  very  strongly  the  capri- 
ciousness  of  his  conduct  and  the  lota!  want  of 
steadiness  in  his  intentions. 

Such  has  been  the  gencrafs  conduct  on 
foine  occasions,  that  I  have,  in  common  with 
ether  officers,  been  induced  to  believe  that  he 
was  under  the  influence  of  a  too  free  use  of 
spirituous  liquors. 

I  must,  in  justice  to  General  Hampton  say, 
that  the  expedition  he  planned,  ami  which  I 
have  called  “  difficult  and  fatiguing,”  did,  at 
the  time  it  was  suggested  to  me,  hy  him, 
meet  my  full  approbation,  and  that  [  have 
Hnce  seen  no  reason  for  changing  my  opinion 
©fits  practicability  or  usefulness  ;  but  1  must 
also  vsay  that  it  required  competent  guides; 
and  these  (as  I  said  before)  he  pn)niised  to 
furnish  me,  but  did  not. 

I  am  of  opinion  no  officer  that  has  served 
under  Major  General  Hampton,  on  the  late 
campaign,  can,  or  will  contradict  this  state¬ 
ment. 

(Signed)  ROBERT  PURDY, 

Colonel  4tli  infantry. 

A  true  copy, 

R.  H.  M‘PHERSON, 
Captain  and  secretary. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  secretary  (f  rear 
to  Major  General  ffllkhison. 

Albany^  Nov,  18,  1813. 

“  My  last  advices  from  you  arc  of  the  3d 
Inst.  Report  says  that  the  garrisons  of  King^ 
ston  and  Prescott  have  found  means  to  over¬ 
take  your  rear,  to  bring  it  to  action,  to  han¬ 
dle  it  roughly,  and  to  compel  it  to  retreat  to 
the  main  body.  To  this  1  give  no  credit : 

”  1st.  Because  moving  with  the  celerity 
necessary  to  your  otgects,  it  is  highly  impro¬ 
bable  that  they  could  by  any  exertion,  have 
been  able  to  overtake  you  ;  and 

”  2d.  Because  it  is  quite  incredible,  that 
finding  in  your  rear,  a  heavy  corps  capable  of 
disturbfng  the  main  action  of  the  campaign, 
you  should  not  have  taken  effectual  measures 
to  beat  and  destroy  it.  If  1,600  men  were 
not  sufficient  for  this  purpose,  6,000  were  so  ; 
and  the  garrisons  of  Kingston  ami  Prescott 
destroyed  (though  we  failed  of  getting  to  Mon¬ 
treal)  the  upper  province  was  won.” 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Wilkin¬ 
son  to  the  secretary  of  nar^  dated  French 
jViills,  Nov,  21,  1813. ‘ 

”  I  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  vour  let¬ 


ter  of  iJie  l.lth  iirstaut  fiHwn  Albany,  and  hope 
my  despatches  have  reached  you*  v/hich  left 
this  on  the  17th. 

”  >V'itli  respect  to  the  imforliinate  issue  of 
tlic  campaign,  I  disclaim  the  shadow  of  blame,- 
because  i  know  I  have  done  my  duty,  and 
more  than  my  duty,  and  so  do  those  with  whom 
1  have  acU'd.  T<f  Gctieral  liamidon's  oxitrage 
xf  every  principle  subordination  and  disci¬ 
pline  may  In:  ascribed  (he  failure  of  the  expedi¬ 
tion^  ami  that  I  have  not  yet  arrested  him 
must  be  attributed  to  my  re.spect  lor  you, 
and  my  desire  that  the  arrest  sliould  procecnl 
Voni  the  highest  autliority  ;  for  if  this  act 

sutlered  to  pass  unnoticed  and  unpunish 
cf  it  will  establish  a  precedent  to  justify 
div'ibedience  ami  sidivert  those  obligations  of 
bliid  obedience  on  which  the  efficiency  of 
miftary  institutions  exclusively  dcpeml. 

“Alter  our  losses  by  deaths,  desertions,  and 
discharges  since  wc  left  Sacket's  Harbour.  1 
think  we  shall  not  be  able  to  show  you  more 
than  (,<>00  men  at  this  point,  exclusive  of  the 
dragoois  who  have  been  ordered  to  (ireeii- 
bush  aicj  Pittslield  for  couvenii'mte  ami  econo¬ 
my.” 

Wir  Departvienf^  November  2.‘>,  1813. 

Sir — ’.t  is  recommended  to  you  to  consoli¬ 
date  yoir  infantry  and  artillery  into  cKunplele 
regiment',  or  as  nearly  so  as  possible,  for  the 
winter,  ntaining  a  full  complement  of  your 
most  effief  nt  otlieers  to  command  tliem,  and 
detaching  all  surplus  officers  immediately  on 
the  n’cruitlng  service,  ami  to  the  several  dis^ 
tricts  indi(tte<l  by  the  rules  and  regulations. 
This  rejuhtion  should  extend  to  General 
Hampton’s  division. 

An  immcMiatc  inquiry  into  the  terms  of  en¬ 
listment  of  Hie  men  composing  yoji.r  army 
should  be  instituted,  and  eiideaveurs  should 
be  made  to  i‘«vf.'nlist  all  those  w  hose  terms  of 
service  are  ab(\ut  expiring. 

The  most  severe  attention  to  discipline 
must  be  begun,  and  the  slightest  departures 
from  it,  whether  in  officer  or  soldier,  noticed 
and  punisiied.  Clerks  to  the  several  compa¬ 
nies  must  be  appointed,  and  company  books 
kept,  shewing  every  thing  received  by  the 
soldier,  aid  charging  him  therewith.  If  on 
the  next  ir  any  future  inspection  it  be  found, 
that  any  irticle  of  his  clothing,  or  of  his  arms, 
has  been  lost  or  sold,  the  article  is  to  be  sup¬ 
plied,  and  the  price  deducted  from  his  wages. 
With  regard  to  clothing  and  arms  there  have 
been  the  most  shocking  abuses. 

ContUential  reports  are  provided  by  the 
rules  and  must  be  made  agreeably  therclty. 
The  ins^clor  who  neglects  or  refuses  to*  per¬ 
form  thij  duty/  shall  be  dismissed  the  service. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Alajor  Gtneral  Wilkinson, 

[To  be  continued.} 


